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Scandal after scandal: Labour’s first year 


It has not exactly been a great first year in office for Tony Blair’s Labour govern- 
ment, which describes itself as following a “third way”, “neither left nor right’, 
very similarly to the fascist third way groups. Its policies so far have been bread 
and circuses rather than much of substance. 

Searchlight has already complained about the government’s failure to do any- 
thing positive or lasting during the European Year Against Racism. The Under 
Secretary of State at the Home Office, Mike O’Brien, speaking at a bean feast in 
Manchester last month to celebrate the end of Britain’s chairmanship of the 
European Council of Ministers, refused to comment on a remark by the 
Bavarian CSU, a partner in Germany’s governing coalition, that Germany will 
never be a multiracial society, and on speculation that Germany would refuse to 
support Europe-wide anti-racist measures. Perhaps Whitehall’s thinking is more 
akin to the Captain Euro cartoon strip, which we report on page 6. 

Mr O’Brien and his boss Jack Straw have been left with egg on their faces after 
insisting that Roma refuges were economic migrants, only for an immigration 
appeal hearing to uphold the refugees’ claims that they were persecuted. 

The trial of refugees from the Campsfield refugee detention centre on riot 
charges also fell apart. The existence of, and conditions in, places such as 
Campsfield has been vigorously criticised by both international human rights 
bodies and the British prisons inspectorate. 

The Home Secretary showed weak leadership by not insisting that Sir Paul 
Condon, the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, apologise personally to 
the Stephen Lawrence inquiry for the disgraceful conduct of the police investiga- 
tion into the black teenager’s murder. Ian Johnson, the Deputy Commissioner, 
who made the apology, was not in post when the events took place and had to 
face the justifiably hostile Lawrence family and the media, instead of the man 
who was in overall charge. 

The final ignominy for Blair may lie in his failure to act upon a request made 
seven months ago by the Italian government, that is from one socialist govern- 
ment supposedly to another, for the extradition of Roberto Fiore and other 
Italian fascists living in Britain to face justice for their involvement in terrorism 
past and present. Let us not forget that two of the 85 people murdered by the fas- 
cists in the Bologna railway station bombing were young British citizens. 

For a government that tries to pride itself on giving this country a new image in 
the world, its unfulfilled promises smack of cant and hypocrisy. Perhaps Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, is too preoccupied with bringing Turkey, with its 
reputation for anti-democratic practices and torture, into the European family of 
nations, in the face of justifiable opposition by the Greek government on behalf 
of divided Cyprus. 

Let us hope year two of Labour will be better than the first. 
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Roberto Fiore: from 
terrorist to entrepreneur 
... and back again 


ne of Britain’s longest 
running security scandals, 
involving far-right terrorists, 
is about to cause enormous 


embarrassment to the government. Its 
two key players are living in London 
as successful businessmen, while being 
allowed to continue their extremist 
activities. 

The story began in Italy in the 1970s, when 
young followers of the Italian fascist quasi 
philosopher Julius Evola banded together in 
an illegal group called the Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR). Whether the 
NAR was actually a creation of Italy’s then 
corrupt and often fascist-led secret service is 
still not known. 

In August 1980 fascist bombs were explod- 
ing across Europe. On 2 August Bologna rail- 
way station in northern Italy was devastated 
by a sophisticated bomb packed in a suitcase. 
Among the 85 dead and 200 injured were a 
recently engaged British couple who had just 
graduated. 

In 1988, 13 terrorists, including two Italian 
secret service agents, were convicted and sen- 
tenced for the bombing. As a result of gov- 
ernment string pulling, nine of the sentences 
were quashed on Appeal in 1990 and the sen- 
tences on the two agents were reduced to two 
years. Pressure from the association of the 
families of the victims, which produced evi- 
dence of corruption in Italian politics and the 
justice system, led to the Supreme Court 
annulling the Appeal Court decision and a 
new trial, which in 1994 restored the original 
verdicts. 

Roberto Fiore and Massimo Morsello have 
escaped justice throughout these years. 
Although not wanted for the Bologna bomb- 
ing, they have convictions for organising the 
NAR terror group and robbing a sports store 
to obtain weapons. 


Investigating magistrates in 
Bologna told Searchlight that they 
wanted to interview the two men 
about the links between the bombers 
and the Italian secret service. So far 
the Bologna court has not been able 
to lay hands on them. 

The pair arrived in London from 
Lebanon in the early 1980s and 
another 35 to 40 Italians joined them 
in exile. They included the double 
police killer Luciano Petrone, who 
brought with him the bulk of the pro- 
ceeds from a £9 million bank vault 
robbery in Spain. He was later 
returned to Italy to serve a 40-year 
sentence for the murders. 

Another exile was Alessandro 
Allibrandi, the son of a magistrate, 
who had killed an investigating mag- 
istrate. He fled back to Italy after 
Searchlight found him attending a 
meeting of the fascist League of St 
George. Within weeks he was cut 
down in a hail of bullets in a police 
ambush. Some people suggested he 
was deliberately silenced. 

Despite Margaret Thatcher’s 
frequent pronouncements about the 
need to fight international terrorism 














and promises to act by her and 
Douglas Hurd, extradition requests by 
the Italian government were ignored. 
Eventually a mishandled application 
to the British courts was refused. 
They could easily have been expelled 
from Britain at any time on the grounds that 
their presence was not conducive to the pub- 
lic good. In fact in March 1986, four years 
after the initial request, an Anglo-Italian 
extradition treaty was signed. 

Several of the exiles were found homes and 
jobs through the League of St George, but 
Fiore and Morsello lived a humble existence. 














Above: Fiore as tourist guide in one of his 
early business ventures, Heritage Tours. 
Below left: Italian police photographs of 
Massimo Morsello 





At one time they lived in an anarchist squat in 
south London and drove minicabs. 

That did not last long. They soon formed a 
firm association with a group of well educat- 
ed and politically ambitious men in the 
National Front, a marriage that gave birth to 
the “Political Soldiers”. 

Secret training sessions were held in the 
New Forest, a magazine called Rising was 
produced and the Political Soldiers adopted 
Evola’s slogan “Long Live Death”. Martin 
Webster, then the NF’s organiser, planted a 
very young Patrick Harrington into the new 
group as a spy. Its members included Nick 
Griffin, now the leader of the British National 
Party, the fanatical extremist Catholic Derek 
Holland and Michael Walker, a former NF 
organiser and editor of the quasi-intellectual 
journal Scorpion. 

Harrington, sensing which way the wind 
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was blowing, promptly 
defected to the Political 
Soldiers. In two coups in 
1983 and 1986 _ the 
Political Soldiers took 
control of most of the NF 
and created more sinister 
groups such as _ the 
International Third 
Position, to which Fiore is 
still linked. The ITP has 
recently become more 
active again, largely as a 
result of Fiore’s backing. 
At one stage Fiore, 
Griffin and Walker were 
all living in Walker’s 
mother’s flat in Warwick 
Square, London. Their 
downstairs neighbour was 
the right-wing Tory 
Minister Nicholas Ridley. 
The flat appeared to be a 
meeting place for all sorts 
of fascists, nazis, terrorists 
and racists as well as 


members of the Young 
Conservatives. 
Griffin, Walker and 


Fiore ran a tourist agency 
called Heritage Tours, 
which provided guides for 
overseas Visitors. 
Unfortunately for them, 
one of their first customers 
was an Italian Searchlight 
journalist, who  pho- 
tographed Fiore standing 
outside Downing Street. 

While gradually many 
of the Italian exiles were deported, or left of 
their own accord, Fiore and Morsello stayed. 
Within a few years they had set up a string of 
international businesses, ranging from 
language schools to travel, housing and 
employment agencies. Employees claimed 
the businesses were not entirely run along 
conventional lines. At the same time Fiore’s 
love life flourished, with the birth of a baby 
girl from an association between him and the 
nanny who looked after the children of 
Petrone’s British lover. After the birth she 
was packed off to Brighton to live in a 
property owned by the notorious nazi pub- 
lisher Anthony Hancock. 

In 1988 Searchlight co-produced a 
Dispatches programme for Channel 4 which 
included pleas for justice from the families of 
the victims of the Bologna bombing, and 
from the mayor of Bologna and magistrates. 
The programme revealed Fiore’s political and 
business connections in public for the first 
time. 

The following year Searchlight uncovered 
the startling truth about the pair’s safe haven 
in Britain. During their period in Lebanon 
they had been recruited as agents for MI6. It 
was a time of civil war, mercenary armies and 
cross border incursions, and the British were 
desperate for intelligence about the terrorist 
groups many of which included European 
political extremists of various hues. A deal 
had been made with Fiore and his followers 
that if they worked for MI6 they would be 
allowed to come to Britain afterwards. 

Searchlight approached the Labour MP 


4 Searchlight, July 1998 





Fiore controls the violent nazi 
Hammerskins movement and _ uses 
Italian, Polish and other European skin- 
heads and nazis to enforce his “trading 
standards”. The Hammerskins have 
carried out a string of violent acts 
across Italy, putting five police officers 
in hospital, and including the attempted 
murder of anti-fascists, attacks on 
Jewish property and the desecration of 
memorials to victims of the SS. 

Over the past 12 months the Italian 
anti-terrorist police squad, DIGOS, has 
been gathering evidence on_ the 
Hammerskins in an operation code- 
named Thor. On 25 May officers 
swooped with warrants to arrest nine 
men because, according to Domenico 
Vulpiani, the head of DIGOS, the 
Hammerskins were on the verge of 
starting an international campaign of 
violence. In raids on dozens of premis- 
es, DIGOS officers seized thousands of 
documents and held several people for 
questioning. More than 100 others have 
been notified that they are to be ques- 
tioned. DIGOS says the group has a 
network covering London, Milan, 
Madrid and Amsterdam. Searchlight 
can add Poland, France, Croatia, 
Portugal and several other countries. 

The head of DIGOS told the press 
that the operation had put eight men in 
custody but the ninth was living a life 
of ease in London. This was Roberto 
Fiore and he was wanted because the 











Multimillion pound bank robber, fascist and double murderer 
Luciano Petrone. What happened to the millions that he 
brought with him to England? 


David Winnick, a former member of the 
Parliamentary Home Affairs Committee, to 
raise the matter in the House of Commons, 
because it was now clear that the exiles were 
being given free rein to help set up fascist 
organisations that advocated violence and had 
close links with Libya, Iran and later Iraq. He 
and Greville Janner, a leading Jewish MP, 
tried to put down a question, only to be told 
that it would not be “in the public interest”. 

The tax authorities failed to act on informa- 
tion about their business practices. A string of 
complaints was made to the German and 
French embassies in London about the men- 
acing treatment of German and French citi- 
zens living in properties managed by Fiore 
and Morsello. Some of the properties were 
owned by major landlords who promised to 
distance themselves from the pair. Still noth- 
ing happened to halt their progress. 

Morsello moved into music promotion, not 
only of right-wing music but also jazz and 
mainstream music. In March 1996 he 
arranged a concert in a London hotel for the 
jazz musician son of the Italian fascist dicta- 
tor Benito Mussolini. Anti Nazi League 
protesters were professionally beaten up by a 
squad of young Italians in Armani suits. 

With the arrival of Tony Blair in Downing 
Street and Robin Cook and Jack Straw at the 
Foreign and Home Offices respectively, the 
Italian Socialist government renewed its 
request for the two terrorists’ extradition. 
Again, it appears, promises were made seven 
months ago, but as in the 1980s nothing 
happened. 


Hammerskins were being financed and 
run from his business premises in 
London. 

The Italian fascist leader Gianfranco 
Fini promptly stood up in parliament to 
defend Fiore, whom he described as an 
entrepreneur and philosopher. He was howled 
down by the majority of MPs. 

Fiore himself has not been shy to defend 
himself. In a statement to the Italian press he 
described the Hammerskins as a cultural 
group that brought young Italians to Britain to 
learn English on working holidays and for 
cultural events. This might account for the 
nazi gig that the Hammerskins held in 
London in early June and their continued 
presence at gigs run by Blood and Honour 
and the British terror group Combat 18. 

Fiore ended by disclosing that the British 
Home Office had only recently returned his 
passport. This poses the intriguing questions: 
why did the Home Office have his passport in 
the first place and who decided, in the light of 
events in Italy, to give it back to him. 

Searchlight wonders what the British gov- 
ernment intends to do about this, or does par- 
liamentary democracy go out of the window 
when MI6 puts its foot down. 

As Searchlight goes to press, no British 
publication or television news programme has 
covered this story, although it was headline 
news in Italy. Is this yet another result of the 
actions of some institutional spin doctors? 

In the meantime, the survivors and families 
of those who died in the Bologna bombing 
are asking when can they expect justice from 
the British authorities. 


By Gerry Gable, editor, and our Italian 
correspondents 


>> 





Despite the recent humiliations the National 
Front has suffered at the hands of anti-fascists 
its band of losers continues to be an irritant. 

Central London was the scene for the 
National Front’s latest attempt to grab the 
headlines. Under the guise of a march against 
the IRA, the Front’s moronic leader, John 
McAuley, and his right-hand man, Terry 
Blackham, were due to lead their troops from 
Little Sanctuary to Downing Street, where 
McAuley was to hand in a petition showing 
“our disgust and complete contempt for Tony 
Blair and his Marxist Labour government for 
appeasing IRA terrorists”. 

The events of the day were to prove 
enlightening in a number of ways. 

A large group of anti-fascists had occupied 
the NF’s published meeting point at Little 
Sanctuary, while others scouted the area. As 
the time of the NF’s march approached, it 
became clear that the police plan was to con- 
tain the anti-fascists in one place. 

Small groups of NF supporters and football 
hooligans had been spotted drinking in the 
pubs around Victoria and Whitehall, appar- 
ently making little attempt to get to the meet- 
ing point. 

The police had hoped that by deploying 
large numbers of officers at Little Sanctuary 
they would be able to contain anti-fascists 
there while allowing the NF to meet else- 
where. In fact the police had arranged to meet 
the fascists at Embankment station and escort 
them to a pre-arranged point. 

Teams of anti-fascists outside the police 
cordon were astounded at where the NF final- 
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ly appeared. A decision had been taken, pre- 
sumably at a high level, to allow this bunch 
of criminal no-hopers to gather on Ministry of 
Defence land opposite Downing Street. 

As anti-fascists descended on Whitehall the 
police moved into the next phase of their 
operation. Ignoring the assorted boneheads 
and nazis sieg-heiling on government proper- 
ty, the Metropolitan police photographic unit 
proceeded to photograph as many anti-fas- 
cists as possible. One person who had previ- 
ously been posing as an anti-fascist was 
marched under police escort into the crowd 
and was seen using a digital video camera. 

The determination of anti-fascists not to 
allow the NF to march caused the police a 
number of problems. There was the possibili- 
ty of serious public disorder in an area full of 
tourists. The police could not distinguish 
tourists from anti fascists. This became evi- 
dent as the police attempted to clear the area 
and anti-fascists and tourists alike were 
pushed back. 

The police decided not to allow the small 
group of NF members, football thugs and 
NSM supporters to march, but protected them 
in a tiny road parallel to Whitehall. It was 
then that the next unbelievable event took 
place. Police escorted a worried looking 
McAuley, with one of his stewards, across 
Whitehall into Horse Guards Parade. 


Photographers in pursuit of McAuley were 
assaulted by the police, and at least two were 
knocked to the ground as McAuley was 
escorted to the back entrance of 10 Downing 
Street to deliver the petition. Searchlight’s 
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The NF included a number of faces previously unseen on London fascist activities. IDs and any other information please? 


hitehall faves 








staff photographer, who has over 30 years’ 
experience of public demonstrations, stated 
that he had never known permission being 
granted to deliver a petition in this way. 

The police now had the problem of what to 
do with the nazis who remained in Whitehall. 
The fascist demonstrators were by now less 
than impressed with McAuley’s leadership 
and his promise of a show of strength on the 
streets. The intended march had descended 
into collusion with and protection by the 
police. The police decided to give the disillu- 
sioned group an escort to the Embankment, 
where they put the nazis on trains out of cen- 
tral London. 

Elsewhere NF supporters who had not been 
told of the new meeting point, or had spent 
too long in the pub, were wandering around 
the area being chastised by anti-fascists. One 
group tried to pass themselves off as football 
casuals, but the British National Party badges 
and Blood and Honour patches they were 
wearing gave the game away. 

And what was the BNP’s_ Richard 
~Edmonds, complete with obligatory carrier 
bag, doing in the area? Word has it that he 
was desperate to persuade the handful of west 
London BNP members drinking in Artillery 
Row to join the NF fiasco. 

The mobility and cooperation of anti fas- 
cists on the day meant that, despite a carefully 
laid plan to accommodate the NF, the atten- 
tion of hundreds of police officers and harass- 
ment by the police photographic unit, the NF 
was unable to carry out its intention of stag- 
ing a provocative march. 
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eet Captain Euro and his partner 
M Europa who alongside Lupo, their 

attack wolf, are thwarting the ene- 
mies of white European civilisation. The lat- 
ter are a bunch of criminals, clearly from the 
Middle East or Asia and southern Europe, 
and including a gnome-like figure that looks 
like it has crept off the pages of Grimm’s 
antisemitic fairy tales for good little nazi chil- 
dren. Their leader, Dr D Vider, appears to 
have come straight out of the Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion. 

This racially dodgy gang are after the fruits 
of western culture, a Van Gogh painting, 
clearly suggesting they have nothing worth 
stealing in their own cultures. 

This amazingly racist and xenophobic piece 





_.. WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF 
THEIR PAL, LUPO THE WOLF, 


LOYAL AND DEVOTED | 


COMPANION, ALWAYS AT 
CAPTAIN EURO'S SIDE. 



































Browsing through an old copy of the 
American nazi paper Attack from 1975 we 
happened upon the author of this rubbish. It 
turns out to be by George Lincoln Rockwell, 
the assassinated founder of the American 
Nazi party. We thought perhaps that some- 
body in Nick Griffin’s intellectual circle 
might be trying to lay claim to it. 


It takes one to know one 


























of trash is not the product of one of the 
American nazi groups, who use almost identi- 
cal characters in their hate sheets, it is a full- 
colour four-page promotional handout from 
the European Parliament. It is published and 
created by Twelve Stars Communications, in 
Mayfair, London. This outfit’s boss, Nicolas 
De Santis, says he “wanted to create a 
European concept”. 

The cartoon defenders of Europe have their 
headquarters in the old world fair building in 
Brussels, which is made up of ball shaped 
rooms. Perhaps that explains why some peo- 
ple think there are more bollocks in Brussels 
than anywhere else in Europe. 


Laying an egg 

On the current best-seller lists of the British 
National Party and more openly nazi groups 
such as the National Socialist Movement is 
“The Fable of the Ducks and the Hens”. 
Perhaps the fascists think that by wrapping up 
their hate in a fable they can get away with it. 





Petitions 
about rat 
infested land 
ignored by 
Council 


I WRITE.in reply to the letter from M.-P. Michael 
hee ; é 
ee eee 


Ian Ashworth 

Press Officer 

British National Party 
PO Box 1295 
Bedworth 

CV12 0ZE 











A reader sent us this copy of the letters page 
from the Bedworth Echo. We can only con- 
clude that the local council ignores Mr 
Ashworth’s complaints because it does not 
see why one lot of rats should be complaining 
about the activities of another lot. 


Tub of lard identified 


The wee nazi chap- 
py on page 17 of a 
our May 1998 issue 
has been named as 
Mick Shore. 

Another one for 
the family photo 
album. 








Flagging spirits 


Searchlight’s photographers were on hand to 
record the worthy protest by former captives 
and victims of Japanese fascism, when the 
Japanese Emperor popped over to London 
recently. Despite Prime 
Minister Tony  Blair’s 
recommendation that the 
Order of the Garter 
should be awarded to the 
Head of State of a coun- 
try that still does not 
know how to say sorry 
in its own cultural terms 
or cough up the long 
overdue payments to this 
now aging band of veter- 
ans, the Queen went as 
far as to say she would 
not be offended if people 
turned their backs on the 
Japanese royal couple as 
they drove down the 
Mall. 
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Jack Caplan, the irrepressible member of 
the Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen and 
Women and a former prisoner of the 
Japanese, set light to a Japanese flag. These 
veterans are not racists but people who fought 
Japanese-style fascism, a regime that not only 
waged war on the allies but, like their 
partners in crime, Hitler and Mussolini, 
first destroyed democracy in their own 


country. The veterans’ behaviour towards 
Japanese tourists in the Mall was decent and 
honourable. 

However some jerk from the fascist 
National Democrats turned up clearly misun- 
derstanding what the whole day was about 
and tried to sell the ND’s rag The Flag. He 
got very short shrift after our man pointed 
him out to the veterans as just another fascist. 











WAR 


Once again the politics of eugenics and racial biology are coming to the fore, 
not only in far-right extremist circles but, insiduously, into debates over 
broader social issues. Once racial biology was the vehicle for the expansion 
of white supremacist politics — from Victorian England through the Third 
Reich to apartheid South Africa. Now it is discusssed in mainstream 
newspapers such as The Sunday Times and its credibility is debated in 
sscientific and social science academic circles. 

In the following 11 pages, Searchlight inve gates what eugenics and 
racial biology mean for the politics of the nine es. 


Race and IQ 


The real issues 


ou can’t keep a bad idea down. That seems to be the 

Y message from The Bell Curve, a best-selling book 

which claims that blacks are less intelligent than 

whites. The book, written by right-wing’ sociologist Charles 

Murray and psychologist Richard Herrnstein, is a rehash of 

older ideas. It claims that intelligence is genetically based: your 
IQ score is fixed by your genes. 

However the really controversial parts of the book are con- 
cerned with race. Murray and Herrnstein argue that blacks on 
average have lower IQs than whites, because they are genetical- 
ly less intelligent. The authors draw a chilling conclusion. 
Because poor blacks in the USA tend to have large families, the 
intelligence level of the nation is being dragged down. And the 
- only way to prevent a genetic decline is to discourage the less 
able (i.e. the intellectually inferior races) from breeding. 

Books such as The Bell Curve, together with their misrepre- 
sentation in the right-wing press, give respectability to racist 
ideas. It is important for anti-racists to be aware of the weak- 
nesses of the race IQ argument. 

First, the issue is not whether African-Americans score lower 
on average than white Americans in IQ tests. What matters is 
the reason for the differences. 

Writers like Murray and Herrnstein argue that IQ tests are a 
measure of innate intellectual ability. This is disputed by many 
psychologists and geneticists. Even if one accepts that IQ is a 
measure of intelligence, there is still no direct evidence that the 
differences between black and white scores in the USA are pro- 
duced by genetics. 

The argument of the hereditarians goes like this. They say 
that there is a spread of abilities within populations of whites 
and blacks. Studies of twins reared in different environments 
suggest that genetic factors account for a major proportion of 





No eugénics book has received such publicity 
in recent times as The Bell Curve. Professor 
Michael Billig casts a critical eye over this 
book and asks whether eugenic science is all 
it is cracked up to be. 





ices between individual whites: that is some people are 
born more intelligent than others. 

They then draw the following inference: if differences 
between individual whites (or individual blacks) are genetically 
determined, then so must differences between whites and 
blacks as groups. 

However there is no reason for making this inference. The 
differences. between groups may.,be~environmentally caused. 
For example, there is a large genetic component in the determi- 
nation of height; indeed.the spread of individual differences in 
height resembles the spread of individwal differences in IQ. If 
one compared the adult height of those/born in 1875 with that 
of their children, one would find two things: large individual 
differences and, on average, parents shorter than their children. 

The explanation-for the group differences could not be genet- 
ic, for the children come from the same gene pool as their par- 
ents. It could:enly be environmental: improvements in nutrition 
are leading to taller generations. 

The example of height shows the weakness of the case that 
races haye different average IQs. We know that African- 
Americans continue to suffer massive deprivation. We know 
that deprivation and loss of confidence can negatively affect IQ. 
Therefore even if individual differences of IQ are genetically 
determined (and there are good reasons for disputing even this), 
there is still no compelling reason for accepting the inference 
that group differences are so determined. 

The work of Murray and Herrnstein stirs up all sorts of preju- 
dices. Logic and relevance fly out of the window, as one racist 
fear leads to another. And slowly, ideas that were confined to 
the most extreme fascist publication start seeping into 
respectable domains. That is always the danger of academic 
racism. 
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A dead idea that will not lie down 


Professor Michael Billig charts a brief history of race-science 


he pseudo-science of eugenics was 
fe founded in the mid-nineteenth century 

by Francis Galton, a cousin of Charles 
Darwin. Galton, like many Britons of his 
class, was worried that the masses were 
breeding faster than the middle classes and 
were endangering the racial strength of the 
British nation, making it unfit for its imperial 
role. His proposal was to apply the principles 
of horse-breeding to human beings, in order 
to make a stronger race which would not be 
overwhelmed by inferior races. 

In 1904 Galton founded The Eugenics 
Laboratory, later renamed the Eugenic 
Education Society. It was to have a consider- 
able influence on policy, in particular the 
Alien Act of 1905. Galton’s ideas became 
immensely popular. Even intellectual social- 
ists such as H G Wells were drawn to eugen- 
ics, proposing that the healthy and intelligent 
should be encouraged to have children, while 
the unfit and feeble-minded should be pre- 
vented from doing so. 

London was to be the venue for the first 
international eugenics conference in 1912. 
One criminologist told the audience: 
“Criminals are apes in our midst, marked by 
the anatomical stigmata of atavism”. He also 
included disabled people and epileptics and 
claimed criminals were “born to evil’, thus 
unable to change, and suggested it was neces- 
sary “to eliminate them completely, even by 
death”. 

A number of governments around the 
world passed eugenics laws, none more so 
than the United States. Indiana passed the 
first sterilisation law in 1907. By the middle 
of the 1930s more than half the states of the 
USA had introduced laws legalising the ster- 
ilisation of inmates of mental institutions, 
epileptics, people who failed IQ tests and 
those convicted more than once for a sex 
crime. Several European countries also per- 
mitted the compulsory sterilisation of the so- 
called feeble-minded. 

Of course, the eugenics creed found its 
complete expression in Nazi Germany. A 
thorough-going eugenics policy could only 
really be implemented by totalitarian meth- 
ods. The Nazis carried eugenics to its logical 
conclusion. The mentally unfit were not 
merely sterilised, but deemed unfit to live. All 
this was done with the aim of strengthening 
the Aryan race. 

The cultural climate of the 1930s favoured 
racist assumptions as respectable scientists, 
principally geneticists, biologists and psy- 
chologists, contributed to the growth of 
Rassenkunde (literally race-science). The 
result was that the race-science formulated by 
some of the most eminent scientists in 
Germany made it respectable for intelligent 
people to believe that the fundamental differ- 
ences between humans were racial. 

The unholy alliance between science and 
Nazism can be illustrated by the career of one 
of the most notorious and extreme of the 
race-scientists, Hans F K Gunther. A prolific 
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Professor Eysenck, who successfully 
spanned the world of nazi scientific 
journals and British academia 


writer, Gunther’s work revolved around the 
central theme of the superiority of the Aryan, 
or Nordic, race. Like other race-scientists, 
Gunther believed that an understanding of 
race provided the key to understanding histo- 
ry, anthropology, psychology and all other 
academic disciplines which have man as their 
subject matter. 

If one book could be said to be the bible of 
the Nordic school it would be Gunther’s 
Rassenkunde des deutschen Volkes (Race-sci~ 
ence of the German people), published in 
1922. In this work Gunther outlined his theo- 
ries about the worth of Nordic racial purity 
and the perils of Jewish contamination: “The 
influence of the Jewish spirit, and influence 
won through economic preponderance, brings 
with it the very great danger for the life of the 
European peoples and the North American 
peoples alike”. 

As well as having a widely popular audi- 
ence, Gunther rose high in academic circles. 
He was elected a full professor at the 
University of Jena in 1930, and later moved 
to the University of Berlin. Gunther was 
deputy editor of an academic journal, 
Zeitschrift fiir Rassenkunde, published in 
Stuttgart between 1935, two years after Hitler 
came to power, and 1944. He also contributed 
articles to Nazi magazines, for example 
Neues Volk, published by the Nazi Party’s 
Racial Politics Department. His work was 
admired by leading Nazi politicians such as 
Alfred Rosenberg, head of Hitler’s Foreign 
Political Office and later Reich Minister for 
the Occupied Eastern Regions. In February 


1941 Rosenberg honoured Gunther with the 
Goethe Medal, telling him: “Your work has 
been of the utmost importance for the safe- 
guarding and development of the National 
Socialist Weltanschauung”. 

After the war Gunther was stripped of his 
university posts, in common with several of 
the most notorious racial theorists. However, 
he continued writing and expounding his 
racist views until his death in 1967. Although 
Gunther’s work ceased to attract widespread 
attention after the war, his theories continued 
to be circulated among small groups of post- 
war nazis such as those around the Northern 
League. 

The Northern League was established in 
1958 by a British anthropologist, Roger 
Pearson, in order to foster the interests, 


friendship and solidarity of all Teutonic | 


nations. It was intended as a rallying ground 
for nazi intellectuals in the inhospitable post- 
war climate. Not surprisingly Gunther was 
one of the founder members. 


Race-science returns 


The new boost to race-science was to come 
from psychologists investigating racial differ- 
ences in intelligence by means of IQ tests, 
something that had a history dating back to 
the last century, to explain class and racial 
differences. 

After the Second World War these racist 
and elitist explanations lost favour among 
psychologists and it became generally accept- 
ed that cultural and social factors affected IQ 
scores. 

It was against this background that 
Professor Arthur R Jensen, Professor of 
Educational Psychology at the University of 
California, unleashed his bomb-shell in 1969, 
with his article: “How much can we boost IQ 
and scholastic achievement?” 

Jensen’s article represented a reversal of 
postwar trends in psychological theory. He 
argued that intelligence was largely (about 
80%) determined by genetics and that IQ dif- 
ferences represented genetic differences. 
Jensen focused on racial differences in IQ 
scores and offered a genetic explanation that 
blacks on average do not possess the same 
innate intellectual qualities as whites, and 
therefore lavishing time and money on 
attempts to educate intellectual inferiors 
beyond their station was unproductive. 

Jensen’s controversial stance soon gained 
support from Professor H J Eysenck, arguably 
Britain’s most influential psychologist, who 
was based at the Institute of Psychiatry in 
London. 

Within a few years Jensen’s article had 
become one of the most widely cited studies 
in psychology, although not all academics 
were impressed with his work. Some pro- 
duced evidence to suggest that some of the 
classic data of Sir Cyril Burt, on which 
Jensen and Eysenck relied heavily, had actu- 
ally been faked. Others simply argued that the 


interaction between genetics and the environ- 
ment was so complex that it could not be 
assessed by such a crude measure as an IQ 
score. 

However the effect of Jensen’s work on 
fascist groups throughout the world was 
immediate and electric. The fine details of the 
various arguments were irrelevant to their 
purposes: what mattered was the chance to 
make race-science respectable once again. 
“The most important factor in the build-up of 
self-confidence among racists, and the col- 
lapse of morale among multiracialists, was 
the publication in 1969 by Professor Arthur 
Jensen in the Harvard Educational Review,” 
wrote Martin Webster, national organiser of 
the National Front, in 1973. 


Mankind Quarterly 


The link between the Nazi eugenecists and 
the race-scientists was the magazine The 
Mankind Quarterly, a journal of impressive 
scholarly appearance. Established in 1960, its 
founding editor was Professor R Gayre, a 
physical anthropologist trained at Edinburgh 
University. Throughout his long academic 
career Gayre never wavered in his belief in 
the importance of race. An early book, Teuton 
and Slav on the Polish Frontier, starts with 
the assumption that “in human affairs racial 
fundamentals are all-important” [p12]. 

Gayre leans heavily on Gunther’s work. In 
the same book Gayre reproduces page after 
page of photographs purporting to depict 


ideal racial types from  Gunther’s 
Rassenkunde Europas. Gayre constantly 
refers to “Professor Hans F.K. Gunthers 


authoritative work on German racial-science” 
[p30]. He also mentions a visit he paid to 
Gunther’s laboratory in Berlin in 1939. 
Gayre’s links with British fascists came to 
light when five members of the Racial 
Preservation Society, which later became part 
of the National Front, were prosecuted in 
1968 for publishing racist material. Gayre 
was called as an expert witness for the 
defence. In his evidence to the court he 
described blacks as feckless and maintained 
that scientific evidence showed that blacks 
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Reagan's song of praise to Pearson. 


prefer their leisure to the dynamism which the 
white and yellow races show. 

The racial bias of The Mankind Quarterly 
has always been evident. The very first issue 
of the journal made this plain; its introductory 
editorial statement declared that “the journal 
has become the more necessary since during 
the last two decades there has been a decided 
tendency to neglect the racial aspects of 
man’s inheritance for the social” [Vol 1, p4]. 

The standard of Gayre’s articles can be 
judged by a piece published in 1962, in which 
he described a trip to the Bantu homelands of 
Northern Transvaal. His purpose was to look 
at the racial characteristics of the Bantus. As 
a result of his inspections Gayre came to the 
conclusion that the Bantus are not a pure 
race: “there is a small amount of non-black 
blood flowing through their veins”. One of 
the proofs offered by Gayre is a photograph 
of an elderly Zulu “with a nose which is dis- 
tinctly Jewish” [1962, p112]. 

Given this sort of content it should not be 


Roger Pearson 
(left), founder of 
the Northern 
League and one 
of the world’s 
leading national 
socialists and 
racial 
eugenecists, 
during his time as 
chairman of the 
World Anti- 
Communist 
League. Below: 
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Reagan praises 
Pearson’s work in 
right-wing 
academic circles 


surprising that politi- 
cal racists and fas- 
cists should find The 
Mankind Quarterly 
so attractive. 

Pearson eventually replaced Gayre as editor 
of The Mankind Quarterly. Pearson, more 
than most, saw the potential in manipulating 
genetics for political goals when, in 1959, he 
wrote Eugenics and Race. He argued that the 
white race is endangered by inferior genetic 
stock, but with proper use of modern 
biological technology “a new super-genera- 
tion” descended from “only the fittest” of the 
previous generation can be _ produced. 
Whoever adopted such a scientific breeding 
program “would dominate the rest of the 
world”. 

Moving to the United States Pearson 
quickly became involved in far-right politics, 
first editing Western Destiny and later the 
short-lived The New Patriot, a magazine 
designed to conduct “a responsible but 
penetrating inquiry into every aspect of 
the Jewish Question”. It included articles 
such as “Zionists and the Plot Against South 
Africa”, “Early Jews and the Rise of Jewish 
Money Power”, and “Swindlers of the 
Crematoria”. 


. Despite his fascist connections, Pearson 


became increasingly well connected with the 
Republican Party and the right-wing think- 
tank, The Heritage Foundation. In 1982 
Pearson even received a letter from Ronald 
Reagan thanking him for his contribution to 
the Conservative cause. 

The history and continuation of race- 
science shows the complexity with which 
scientific and political ideas can become 
interwoven. However in the midst of this 
complexity a number of patterns are distinctly 
visible. 

Scientists often like to think of themselves 
as dispassionate seekers of knowledge. 
Isolated in their laboratories they pursue their 
goals far removed from the clamour of com- 
mon prejudices and bigotry. However for sci- 
entists hoping to build a science of race, this 
claim of detachment is frequently either illu- 
sory or hypocritical. 

The growth of scientific ideas within soci- 
ety is not normally haphazard. The ideas of 
scientists usually do not arise in some vacu- 
um, but can be connected with underlying 
political or economic trends. 
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“The Economist has called this the 
most controversial book of 1994; it 
could equally have stated that it was 
one of the most important. The reason 
why this book is so important is not 
that it reveals anything new, but it 
claims to confirm, beyond any doubt, 
that which many believe, intuitively, to 
be true but which political correctness 
refuses to allow us to even mention.” 


Right Now wrote a glowing review of The 
Bell Curve by Charles Murray and Richard 
Herrnstein — the controversial book that 
claimed the average IQ of blacks is 15 points 
lower than that of whites. On a more general 
level the authors also argued that the lack of 
intelligence is the cause of most social prob- 
lems. “The Bell Curve’s statistics may all 
come from America, but their relevance is 
universal.” 

Right Now is happy to give an airing to 
those eugenecists who believe that genetic 
differences between groups should be 
recognised and accepted. “Conservatives in 
the United States are becoming more 
knowledgeable and outspoken about the 
plight of their country, the editor of Right 
Now wrote in the same issue as the Bell 
Curve article, “and are genuinely seeking 
answers to the great questions which affect us 
all — welfarism, race, the existence of the 
unemployable, irredeemably unproductive 
underclass, and the barbarism brought about 
by irreligion and moral relativism. 

“What happens in the United States will 
probably happen here, even in different ways 
and at a slower speed ... Although there is 
much to be done, and although we must 
accept the permanent loss of much that was 
dear, all in all the prognosis for conservatism 
is good.” 


Patriotic right 


By its own admission Right Now is the “voice 
of the patriotic and conservative Right’, 
established to “act as a bridge between differ- 
ent right-wing groups within the party. We are 
on the right, not over the horizon.” However, 
stripping away this seemingly innocent 
veneer one finds a host of former neo-nazis 
and other unpleasant extremists. 

Its first editor was Michael Harrison. In the 
mid-1980s, then using the name Ralph, he 
organised the Fair Play campaign, which 
claimed that ethnic minorities were receiving 
preferential treatment for jobs and housing. 
Right Now’s new editor is Derek Turner. 
Eleven years ago “Derrick Turner” was leader 
of the National Socialist Party in Ireland. In 
1988 he moved to London where he became 
involved with the National Front and took up 
employment as a security guard at the South 
African embassy. 

It would be easy simply to condemn Right 
Now as an entryist plot by former neo-nazis 
to infiltrate the Conservative Party, but this 
would not be an accurate assessment. Right 
Now has some roots firmly based within 
Conservative tradition and has always been 
present in the party. 

The political origins of Right Now can be 
found in the 1980s in the Federation of 
Conservative Students (FCS). The FCS 
became infamous for its strongly libertarian 
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Now! 


A forum for 
eugenecists 


Over the past three years the leading publication on the 
Conservative Party right has opened its pages to the world’s 
leading exponents of race-science. Nick Lowles reports on a 
group which would like to see race and immigration at the 
heart of Conservative Party policy. 


beliefs, such as calls for legalising heroin and 
the privatisation of Trident nuclear missiles. 
However, there was a second wing of the 
FCS, known as the “authoritarian” faction, 
which received far less publicity. Closely 
linked to the right-wing Monday Club, its 
ideology married the economic liberalism 
expounded by the libertarians with more tra- 
ditional English nationalism, as espoused by 
Enoch Powell. Its political agenda was domi- 
nated by total opposition to immigration, 
staunch support for the Union and an isola- 
tionist posture in relation to foreign affairs. 

The catalyst for what was to become Right 
Now was a dinner addressed by Jean Marie 
Le Pen, leader of the French Front National, 
in central London in 1991. Organised by the 
Western Goals Institute, an international 
right-wing organisation that linked the sup- 
porters of apartheid in South Africa with, 
Central American death squad leaders, the 
meeting attracted right-wing Conservatives 
and former NF and British National Party 
members. Le Pen’s speech was invigorating, 
but he issued one note of warning. Until 
Britain had a right-wing party capable of 
respectability and so attracting votes, his 
party could not offer its support. 

Seven years later the Front National is now 
publicly backing Right Now. 

From the Le Pen gathering a new right 
wing emerged within the Conservative Party. 
Its first political operation was _ the 
Revolutionary Conservative Caucus and a 
publication called Conservative Review. 

“This magazine”, its first issue read, “is 
more forceful than The Times Literary 
Supplement, too extreme to be anything more 
than raw meat for effeminate liberal sensibili- 
ty, and too nakedly Fascistic to be easily 
bracketed with the Salisbury Review. This is 
our attempt to influence intellectual life, to 
engage in struggle at the level of raw and 
pure ideological abstraction.” 

Politically the RCC was an attempt to pro- 


mote Revolutionary Conservatism in Britain, 
drawing inspiration from the French intellec- 
tual Old Right, principally the Action 
Francais led by Charles Maurras, and the 
German Conservative Revolution, which was 
driven by Oswald Spengler and Ernst Junger. 
However it saw the need to place this within a 
very Anglo-American environment. 

While the RCC did not survive long, being 
too provocative for its own good, it managed 
to redraw a right-wing nationalist agenda. As 
one RCC leader said at the time: “This 
increasing spirit of nationalism led to a 
certain proximity between elements of the 
radical and Young Tory Right and the 
nationalist wing of ex-curricular Right-wing 
politics beyond the Conservative Party. Such 
a development led several of the leading 
figures in this tendency of youthful Tory 
nationalism to join the British National Party, 
a decision that was later repudiated by some 
of their number. This was not an unimportant 
development because it brought a tradition of 
Tory authoritarianism albeit in youthful guise 
and the tradition of ‘fascistic’ Old Right 
beyond the Conservative Party into some sort 
of meaningful engagement.” 

This new engagement, continued in Right 
Now, saw the fusion of the two political 
traditions. From the nationalist wing of the 
Conservative Party came Sam Swerling, 
Richard Bowden, and Allan Robertson, while 
from the neo-nazi right came Steve Brady, 
Turner and Mark Cotterill. 

Central to this fusion was an acceptance of 
the failings of the ‘fascistic’ Old Right in 
Britain, which tended to combine British 
nationalism with national socialist trappings. 
They also roundly condemned the conspiracy 
theories of the far right. In one RCC publica- 
tion the Jewish conspiracy was dismissed as 
“essentially a fiction; a sort of sub-poetic 
image, an intellectually second-rate way of 
apprehending reality whose origins are to be 
found in High Catholic integralism and the 





various occult ideas which the Nazis took 
from the Thule Society. Such ideas are essen- 
tially magical notions of reality.” 

The RCC brought together a number of 
people who were to later reemerge with Right 
Now, including Turner, Adrian Davies, 
Swerling, Peter Gibbs and Cotterill. 

Now at its twentieth edition, Right Now has 
secured its position as the leading publication 
on the Conservative right. Its patrons include 
the MPs Andrew Hunter and Peter Robinson, 
Professors David Marsland and Anthony 
Flew, and the journalist and self-confessed 
spook Brian Crozier. It has been linked to 
almost 20 MPs and holds regular meetings 








within the House of Commons. It has inter- 
viewed Charles Moore, editor of the Sunday 
Telegraph, the Sun columnist Gary Bushell 
and the fiction writer Frederick Forsyth. 

The political maturity of its organisers is 
presently enabling it to alter the political 
landscape within the fringes of the 
Conservative Party in a similar manner to the 
way in which the Salisbury Review helped 
shape Thatcherism during the 1980s. In the 
process they have also been able to legitimise 
the debate about racism in a way that the 
BNP will never achieve. 

Race has long been a central issue for Right 
Now, with a vast array of articles deriding 
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multiculturalism and 
immigration. In issue 3 
Michael Harrison “pro- 
vides us with a most 
sobering glimpse into the 
future”, a London where 
at least four boroughs “will have ceased — 
even in the broadest sense — to be an English 
city”. In a later issue Robert Henderson, who 
is better known for his stinging outburst 
against black English cricketers in Wisden, 
argued that the fault for the Oklahoma bomb 
lay not with the American far right but with 
the “governing liberal elites”. 

“The remorseless promotion of multi- 
culturalism”, he continued, “is equivalent to 
settlement by conquest accompanied by an 
ethnic cleansing of the original inhabitants.” 

Derek Turner’s protestations about being 
labelled racist are greatly undermined by a 
quick glance at those involved in Right Now. 
Attending a Right Now meeting on “Law and 
Order” addressed by Ann Widdecombe, then 
a Home Office minister, were Lady Jane 
Birdwood and Joy Page, two veteran racists. 
More significantly Right Now’s US distribu- 
tor is Mark Cotterill, a former NF regional 
organiser. Cotterill remains in close contact 
with Nick Griffin of the BNP and neo-nazi 
organisations in the USA, including William 
Pierce’s National Alliance. 

In later issues Right Now has toned down 
some of its more overtly racist articles. 
Recognising that most people are genuinely 


_ appalled by the crass racism and stereotyping 


of the sort pushed by the BNP, Right Now 
seems to be favouring a more sophisticated 
form of racism in the guise of eugenics. Not 
only does this give a pseudo-scientific justifi- 
cation for racist beliefs, it also helps justify an 
anti-welfare agenda. 

One eugenecist interviewed was Professor 
Richard Lynn, the Ulster-based academic who 
has specialised in IQ studies. “There is solid 
evidence that, on average, blacks have small- 
er brains than whites,” Lynn told Right Now’s 
editor Derek Turner. “Higher intelligence of 
the Oriental and Caucasian peoples was prob- 
ably an evolutionary adaptation to the prob- 
lems of survival in cold northern environ- 
ments. Human beings first evolved in tropical 
Africa where survival is relatively easy. Then 
some of them migrated northwards into 
Eurasia and they found life wasn’t so simple. 
They had to survive through cold winters, 
build shelters, make clothing and fires and 
hunt animals in order to survive. They had to 
become more intelligent to survive.” 

Race has not been the only issue taken up 
by the eugenecists. Lynn also supports the 
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notion that poverty is a result of low intelli- 
gence: “Poor education attainment, poor 
vocational skills, high unemployment, high 
rates of crime and single motherhood. Low 
intelligence is a major cause factor in all 
these social pathologies.” 

If poverty is the result of low intelligence, 
as Murray and Lynn argue, then government 
assistance cannot enhance the lives of the 
poor. Praising The Bell Curve, George 
Warwick wrote in Right Now: “Benefits for 
the poor, single mothers merely fuel the prob- 
lem by allowing them to reproduce without 
the need to get married and worry about 
maintaining the child. We are clearly subsi- 
dising women to have a lot of dumb children: 
is this a sensible policy?” 

For some conservatives, who have long 
been hostile to the concept of 
a well funded welfare state, 
this argument is becoming 
increasingly appealing, espe- 
cially when all politicians 
seem obsessed about reduc- 
ing the tax burden for the 
middle class. One of the 
most important influences on 
Ronald Reagan’s welfare 
strategy during the 1980s 
was Charles Murray. 

Crime is another area 
keenly discussed by 
eugenecists in Right Now. 
Again they believe it is 
another result of lower intel- 
ligence. “This is partly 
because the unintelligent 
have less to lose by being 
caught because they general- 
ly have poor jobs, or are 
unemployed, and partly 
because they can’t figure out 
so well the likelihood and 
consequences of _ being 
caught,” argues Lynn. 

J Philippe Rushton, a lead- 
ing eugenecist from North 
America, has also written on 
the subject of crime for Right 
Now. Largely agreeing with 


University for his views on intelligence and 
paedophilia. 

Not everyone in Right Now fully supports 
the eugenecists. Deep down many hold the 
same racist views that they have always had, 
fuelled by their simple dislike of black 
people. “If you say that I am a racist, yes I 
certainly am and proud of it,” says Viscount 
Massereene and Ferrard, another patron of the 
magazine. “I’m an Anglo-Saxon and want to 
keep this country Anglo-Saxon.” 

Even Right Now’s editor, Derek Turner, is 
sceptical about Social Darwinism. “I’m 
against it because I’m distrustful of scientists. 
I’m particularly distrustful of social scientists. 
The very worse families can throw up the 
very best people and vice versa. I’m also 
against people who just become brains, super 
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Lynn, he also offers the view 
that black people commit 
more crime because of a 
higher testosterone level. 

With black people having a lower IQ than 
whites because of genetic rather than environ- 
mental factors, Lynn argues that the future for 
the United States is bleak. His solution of a 
white-only homeland appears to echo the 
apocalyptic visions of US nazis. 

“The only solution lies in the break-up of 
the United States,’ Lynn argues. “I believe 
the predominantly white states should declare 
independence and secede from the Union. 
They would enforce strict border controls and 
provide minimum welfare, which would be 
limited to citizens. If this were done, white 
civilisation would survive within this handful 
of states.” 

So important have the eugenecists been to 
Right Now that Hans Eysenck, one of the cen- 
tral figures on the postwar eugenecist scene, 
even became a patron of the magazine. On his 
death last year his obituary was written by 
Chris Brand, another eugenecist, who was 
recently sacked from his job at Edinburgh 
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the vast and growing expense involved”. 
What he proposes is “parental genetic 
choice”. This would not only create a better 
future stock but also alleviate the pressures on 
the health and welfare systems by reducing 
the number of ill people. 

Despite his general aversion to eugenics, 
Turner does believe this is a possibly viable 
proposition. 

Serebriakoff argues that “it is time to 
return, much better informed, to the idea of 
replacing the natural selection which mankind 
has partially cancelled. Too many are born to 
suffer and to be a heavy burden of sorrow to 
their parents and trouble and expense to their 
societies.” 

While Serebriakoff is at pains to state his 
opposition to Hitler’s “ghastly, genocidal ver- 
sion of genetics”, surely that 
is the logical conclusion of 
what he is advocating. This 
point is clearly made by 
another leading postwar 
eugenecist, Roger Pearson, a 
British anthropologist and 
founder of the neo-nazi 
Northern League. Pearson, 
who later emigrated to the 
USA and became editor of 
The Mankind Quarterly, 
once argued that the white 
race is endangered by inferi- 
or genetic stock, but with 
proper use of modern biolog- 
ical technology “a new 
super-generation” descended 
from “only the fittest’ of the 
previous generation can be 
produced. The first nation to 
adopt such a scientific breed- 
ing programme, Pearson 
contends, “would dominate 
the rest of the world”. 

And that is the basic 
problem. However much 
scientists and other 
commentators argue for 
compassionate use of genetic 
science, some perhaps quite 
sincerely, there will always 





IQs who can’t even do their shirts up and stay 
on the Internet all day.” 

While Turner doubts the validity of their 
work, he also thinks it is impossible to imple- 
ment. “The theory is too cold and inhuman 
for it to become widely acceptable. 

“Certainly Governments should never 
encourage improvidence or mental retarda- 
tion but it should never discourage it in the 
way that eugenicists try to do. Delinquents 
need to be policed and held in line by moral 
authority, they don’t need to be sterilised.” 

Another eminent writer for Right Now has 
been Victor Serebriakoff, an Honorary 
International President of MENSA. In an arti- 
cle entitled “Evolutionary Choices”, 
Serebriakoff argues for “a voluntary, compas- 
sionate method of genetic amelioration”, oth- 
erwise known as genetic selection. 

“The need is to return to the Darwin natural 
selection that got us where we are, he writes, 
“but to eliminate much of the suffering and 


ve, an important influence on 


be some people wanting to 
manipulate it for their own 
political ends. Developing 
the technology will 
inevitably lead to misuse. 

While eugenecists are still marginalised on 
this side of the Atlantic, the coverage given to 
the issue within the pages of Right Now is 
alarming. Despite Turner’s personal opposi- 
tion to eugenics, a position not held by every- 
one within Right Now, the airing given to the 
issue within the magazine is disturbing, and 
will inevitably give the ideas more credibility. 
Trying to emulate the role of the Salisbury 
Review on Thatcherism during the 1980s, the 
people behind Right Now are attempting to 
influence the right’s agenda, and as is obvious 
from the contributors, they are having some 
success. With the debate over the future of 
the benefit system, the National Health 
Service and pension reform set to ignite over 
the next few years, how many of Right Now’s 
readers, who include several MPs, will start 
looking to the likes of Murray for solutions. 
The example from the United States does not 
bode well. 


rw 


American Renaissance 


“No racial taboos” is Jared Taylor’s advertise- 
ment for his American Renaissance 
Conference scheduled for 28 August in a 
Washington, DC suburb. As in times past, 
expect 150 men and a few women to spend 
two days (and a banquet dinner) praising the 
intellect of white people and the perfidy of 
their political leaders. Hear Canadian psy- 
chology professor J Phillipe Rushton lecture 
on genetics and Michael Walker, of Scorpion 
fame, bring the good news from Europe. For 
the tough guys, Steven Barry, editor of the 
Resistor militia magazine, will talk from his 
Army Special Forces viewpoint. Philosophy 
professor Michael Levin from City University 
of New York will do a repeat performance as 
the obligatory Jewish racist. To round out the 
speakers’ list expect former Washington 
Times columnist Sam Francis and a small 
band of neo-Confederates. It’s a movement 
brains trust. 

The question is: which movement? 

Taylor is a refined graduate of Yale 
University who began publishing American 
Renaissance as a small circulation newsletter 
in 1990. Each month’s edition was full of bad 
news about crime, unemployment, welfare, 
etc, etc. The cause of these problems was 
never racism but always black people’s mis- 
behaviour. In 1992 Taylor’s book, Paved With 
Good Intentions, was published on the same 
topic with 1,300 footnotes. It won plaudits in 
all the conventional conservative circles, 
including the Wall Street Journal. “Easily the 
most comprehensive indictment of the race- 
conscious civil rights policies of the past 
three decades,” Clint Bolick gushed. At that 
point American Renaissance was still on the 
hard edge of the mainstream conservative 
movement. 

In 1994 Richard Herrnstein and Charles 
Murray’s The Bell Curve resurrected scientif- 
ic racism. Now it was no longer culture and 
behaviour which caused unemployment and 
crime, but genes and biology. That year in 
Atlanta American Renaissance held its first 
conference. The mainstream conservative 
cloak came off revealing a different move- 
ment. Sam Dickson, John Tyndall’s favourite 
Atlanta attorney, for example, was a featured 
speaker. Sam Francis gave an unvarnished 
‘appeal to resurrect white supremacy. In atten- 
dance was a gaggle from the Council of 
Conservative Citizens along with Ed Fields, 
the Truth At Last publisher who alternates 
between Klan and neo-nazi affiliations. Only 
David Duke was turned away at the door, but 
that may have been related to past personal 
interactions between Taylor’s wife and the 
former Louisiana state representative. 
Conspicuously present was a small Jewish 
contingent headed by Rabbi Mayer Schiller, a 
Talmud instructor at Yeshiva University High 
School in New York, and Michael Levin. 

In 1994 Taylor incorporated the New 
Century Foundation to help fund the newslet- 
ter and conferences. The Pioneer Fund quick- 
ly approved a grant that year for $12,000 
(£7,500), followed by a $500 grant in. 1995 
and $5,000 in 1996. 

In 1996, Taylor held a second conference in 
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Louisville, Kentucky, where he was living at 
the time. It was a reprise of the first with 
three exceptions. Schiller did not show (but 
Levin did), his chain apparently pulled back 
in New York. Genetic determinism overtook 
the appeals for white racial cultural domi- 
nance. And Taylor, Francis, Dickson, et al 
had become regular speakers on the neo- 
Confederate and populist circuit. 

A debate broke out in the white nationalist 
movement. Why did Taylor publicly eschew 
antisemitism and keep inviting those Jews? 
Maybe he was a mole, some ventured. Others 
thought it was just a clever strategy so that 
meetings could be held at three-star hotels 
rather than in beer halls. Still others worried 
that since Jews were the source of all real 
problems, and Taylor would not permit his 
conferences to focus on Jewish conspiracies, 
then American Renaissance was simply a 
diversion from true Aryan-hood. Apparently 
Turner Diaries author William Pierce did not 
regard Taylor as a diversion. His American 
Dissident Voice’s radio program did a long 
interview with Taylor and then sold the 
audiotape of the broadcast. Still Don Black 
listed American Renaissance on the “conser- 
vative racist” page of his Stormfront internet 
site, not on the main neo-nazi page. 

American Renaissance is apparently 
becoming the intellectual centre for construct- 
ing an American white nationalism stripped 
of conspiracy theories and paramilitary infan- 
tilism. The magazine pages and conference 
podia are reserved for a small coterie of col- 
lege professors, religious figures and intellec- 
tuals (plus a few good friends, such as Sam 
Dickson). The discourse is high brow, but 
without pretension — designed to attract ultra- 
conservatives from the Republican Party right 
wing as well as veteran white supremacists 
looking for a constituency bigger than a 
munitions box. 

Within those limits, there is genuine debate. 
Proposals to carve the United States into 
Yugoslav-style racial republics are met with 
stern calls to remember the Founding Fathers 
(George Washington, et al) and reinstate the 
old white republic. In another recent debate, 


the relevance of Christianity to white nation- 
alism was argued. More than in Europe, the 
white nationalist movement in America fronts 
itself with a Christian veneer. 

Nevertheless, one proponent argued for 
abandoning the faith: “For centuries, race 
consciousness posed no moral dilemma to 
Christians. That ‘old-time religion’ was good 
enough for Charles Martel when he smashed 
the Muslim invasion of Europe in 732 at 
Tours ... It was good enough for European 
colonial masters who ruled millions of non- 
whites, untroubled by egalitarian scruples. 
Christianity’s divorce from racial conscious- 
ness was both sudden and recent. Only in the 
20th century did ‘secular humanism’ infiltrate 
virtually every mainline Christian organisa- 
tion. By the 1960s, organised Christianity 
was working hand in hand with organised 
Judaism to dismantle the South’s self-protec- 
tive wall of racial hierarchy.” 

But another argued the link between faith 
and race could be saved: “Over the centuries 
net only did Christianity preside over vigor- 
ous expressions of racial nationalism, it creat- 
ed the very culture that men of the West claim 
to defend. Far from causing the decline, 
Christianity has itself been debased along 
with so many other principles that once guid- 
ed us. Christianity must therefore be rescued 
and revived, not reviled.” 

This relatively freewheeling conversation is 
essential to the American white nationalist 
project. Freed from preexisting ideological 
constraints, such as classical Hitlerism or 
Christian patriotism, American Renaissance 
is increasingly important to all, including 
neo-Confederates, Buchananites leaving the 
Republican Party and the former denizens of 
the Populist Party. By adding Michael 
Walker’s European Third Positionism and 
Steven Barry’s military professionalism to 
the mix of scientific racists, the August 
conference will only enhance the magazine’s 
importance. 

Still, the nagging question remains. Why 
does Taylor keep inviting Jews to this Aryan 
party? The answer may be revealed in due 
time. 
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arly last December the science writer 
Bi Ridley contributed a column to 

the Daily Telegraph. He argued that, 
contrary to long-held common-sense views, 
genetic research now proved that how we are 
brought up and the nature of our family back- 
ground have little effect on the sort of people 
we become. All important aspects of our 
personality are somehow preordained by the 
genes in our bodies. Hence, he concluded 
bluntly, interventions by social workers into 
our lives would not solve these problems; it 
was time for political conservatives to 
abandon their residual moral authoritarianism 
and move towards policies more in accord 
with biological realism. 

Ridley’s views on the importance of genes 
are shared by much of the press. Week after 
week newspapers report what are seen as 
major breakthroughs in biological and 
medical understanding, though few draw out 
the seeming political lessons with such 
clarity. A random sampling of newspapers 
last autumn offered the discovery of a gene 
contributing to IQ and another for 
schizophrenia, Edward Kennedy’s belief that 
he carried “the genes for alcoholism”, and an 
announcement that mail-order gene tests 
would soon be available. 

Genes have been located, it is claimed, not 
only for diseases like breast cancer but for 
homosexuality, alcoholism and criminality. 
And there is the notorious and only half- 
facetious speculation by Daniel Koshland, 
former editor of the prestigious Science 
journal, that there might even be genes for 
homelessness. 

At the same time as drugs to extend life, 
improve memory or prevent compulsive 
shopping make newspaper headlines, univer- 
sity scientists call press conferences in which 
they claim to have discovered the biological 
causes of sexuality or of violence in modern 
society. 

In 1995 the London-based medical charity, 
the CIBA Foundation, announced that it was 
sponsoring a closed meeting of behaviour 
geneticists whose research pointed to a 
“biological” origin for the incidence of 
violent crime — and of course its concentra- 
tion in non-white inner city ghettos. An 
earlier attempt to hold a similar meeting in 
the US had to be called off when protesters 
objected to its racist assumptions. 

The emerging synthesis of genetics and the 
brain sciences — neurogenetics — and its 
philosophical and _ political offspring, 
neurogenetic determinism, offers the prospect 
of identifying, ascribing causal power to, and 
eventually modifying genes affecting brain 
and behaviour. In a world full of individual 
pain and social disorder, neurogenetics claims 
to be able to answer the question of where we 
should look not merely to explain but also to 
change our condition. Give social reasons 
their due, the claim runs, but in the last 
analysis what really determines things is 
biology. Urban violence, homelessness and 
psychic distress are desperately serious 
features of modern life to which solutions are 
required — although no one to my knowledge 
is researching the genetic causes of homo- 
phobia, racism or financial fraud. There is a 
widespread despair at the failure of the 
socialist — or even social-democrat — project 
of remodelling society to alleviate these ills. 
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A gene for homelessness? Is this a joke? 
Not entirely, for those who subscribe to the 
burgeoning new mix of science and politics 

called neurogenetic determinism, writes 


Under such circumstances it is easy to 
understand the attractiveness of seeking 
explanations and interventions rooted in 
human biology. This drift from the social was 
memorably summed up by Margaret Thatcher 
when she claimed there is no such thing as 
society, only individuals and their families. 

The question is whether such explanations 
are valid and useful or whether they merely 
exacerbate social distress whilst failing to 
provide meaningful scientific insights into 
the origins of the problems they seek. to 
understand. 

This is not a new debate; it has recurred in 
each generation at least since Darwin’s day. 
What is new today is the way in which the 
mystique of the new genetics is seen as 
strengthening the genetic argument. At its 
simplest, neurogenetic determinism argues a 
directly causal relationship between gene and 
behaviour. A man is homosexual because he 
has a “gay brain”, itself the product of “gay 
genes”, and a woman is depressed because 
she has genes “for’ depression. There is 
violence on the streets because people have 
“violent” or “criminal” genes; people get 
drunk because they have genes “for” 
alcoholism. 

Such simplification, with its cheaply seduc- 
tive dichotomies of nature or nurture, genes 
or environment, is fallacious. The phenomena 
of life are always and simultaneously about 
nature and nurture. Human existence and 
experience is always and simultaneously 
biological and social. Adequate explanations 
must involve both. Yet again and again one 
finds the simplistic, unqualified, determinist 
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claim making the headlines and setting the 
research agenda. 

The undoubted successes of molecular 
biology since the discovery of the double- 
helical structure of DNA in 1953 have 
fostered a gung-ho triumphalism among such 
genetic propagandists — the belief that their 
science can explain everything that is to be 
explained about the human condition. That 
they can rebuild humanity in an improved 
image if allowed. “Give me a gene and I can 
move the world,” seems to be their claim. 
Furthermore, the new neurogenetic determin- 
ists want not merely to do their science but 
also to control its uses. Sociobiologist E O 
Wilson, for instance, advocates a code of 
ethics which is “genetically accurate and 
hence completely fair’. 

So is such neurogenetic determinism good 
science? I believe that it is not, that it 
constantly oversimplifies the complexity of 
human behaviour and shoehorns it into 
genetic models. 

Take violence as an example. To make the 
claim stick, determinism has first of all to 
lump together many quite different activities 
— rape and arson, child-beating, pub brawls, 
strikers confronting police on picket lines, 
civil war. The US fighter pilot directing a 
smart missile at a Baghdad bunker is 
supposed to be showing the same biological 
propensity as a man beating up his lover. All 
are examples of some brain process going on 
inside “the violent individual”, a brain 
process that can be objectively quantified, 
“separated” into genetic and “environmental” 
components, and then potentially drugged or 
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engineered away. As if anyone could really 
believe that genocide in Bosnia could have 
been prevented by mapipulating the serotonin 
levels in the brains of Serb generals or 
politicians. 

Such determinism serves to relocate social 
problems to the individual, thus “blaming the 
victim” rather than exploring the societal 
roots and determinants of the issues that 
concern us. Violence in modern society is no 
longer to be explained in terms of inner-city 
squalor, unemployment, extremes of wealth 
and poverty and the loss of the hope that by 
collective effort we might create a better 
society. Rather, it is a problem resulting from 
the presence of individual violent persons, 
themselves violent as a result of disorders in 
their biochemical or genetic constitution. 

But in a strange way, the blame is simulta- 
neously placed upon them and lifted from 
them. Where once a murderer might have 
been regarded as morally culpable, or the 
cause of his violence sought in an unhappy or 
abused childhood, now it is argued to be due 
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to chemical imbalances in his brain, them- 
selves the consequence of faulty genes or 
birthing difficulties. Thus in a recent US court 
case the lawyer of Stephen Mobley, sentenced 
to death for the violent murder of a pizza- 
parlour manager, seeks permission to mount a 
genetic defence against the sentence, 
claiming that the killer may carry a gene 
which predisposes him to violence. In which 
case Mobley would not be “responsible” for 
the murder he committed. “It was not me, it 
was my genes.” 

Another interesting twist is demonstrated in 
the case of homosexuality. If it is “in the 
genes” then there is no way a society, howev- 
er homophobic, can justify condemning gay 
people for following their genetic dictates. It 
is not surprising therefore that certain 
sections of the gay and lesbian community 
have actively welcomed the genetic claims or 
that the Christian fundamentalist right are 
worried about just how far the determinist 
argument can be stretched. 

The second immediate consequence of such 





determinism is that attention and funding is 
diverted from the social to the molecular. If 
rates of alcoholism are catastrophically high 
among native Americans or aboriginal 
Australians, the ideology demands funding 
research into the genetics and biochemistry of 
alcoholism. Of course one can offer multiple 
forms of explanation for any phenomenon in 
the living world. Of course there are likely to 
be differences in the brains and bodies of 
people who become “alcoholic” or “violent” 
compared with those who are not — and 
research exploring these differences can be 
informative. But it does not necessarily 
provide an explanation or point to a solution. 
For example, crimes of violence are more 
frequently carried out by men than by 
women. One may argue that this says 
something about the Y chromosome, carried 
by men and not women. But the overwhelm- 
ing majority of men are not violent criminals, 
so the policy implications of research seeking 
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to explore the Y chromosome in the context 
of crime — short of selective abortion of all 
male foetuses — are negligible. 

Violent crime is much higher in the US 
than in Europe. Could this be accounted for 
by some unique feature of American genes? 
Well, possibly, but pretty unlikely, granted 
that much of the American population 
originated by migration from Europe. But 
also the rates of violent crime have changed 
dramatically over quite short time periods. 
For instance the death rate from homicide 
among young US males increased by 54 per 
cent between 1985 and 1994. No biological- 
ly-based explanation can account for this 
increase, so what has changed in the US over 
this period that might account for such an 
increase? What is different about the 
organisation of US society from that of 
Europe? Could one important difference be 
the estimated 280 million handguns in 
personal possession in the US? Unlike 
genetic ones, such hypotheses may give clues 
for real solutions. 

Good, effective science requires a better 
recognition of the variety of causes and 
possible solutions. Failing this it becomes a 
waste of human ingenuity and resources, a 
powerful ideological strategy of victim- 
blaming and a distraction from the real tasks 
that both science and society require. 


Steven Rose is Professor of Biology at the 
Open University. His latest book Lifelines 
exploring the themes of this article, was 
published by Penguin, London, last 
September. This article first appeared in 
The New Internationalist in April 1998. 
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The funding of the science 


r Nhis special issue of 
Searchlight devoted to race 
science contains articles on 

American Renaissance magazine, 
Richard J Herrnstein’s and Charles 
Murray’s The Bell Curve, Right 
Now! magazine and two articles on 
the history and modern applications 
of race science. If one scratches the 
surface of any of these topics one 
will find that the Pioneer Fund has 
played a significant role. 

The Pioneer Fund has _ been 
involved in the history of race-sci- 
ence since its establishment in 1937. 
One of its founders, Harry Laughlin, 
wrote a model sterilisation law 
widely used in both the United 
States and Europe. Many of the key 
academic racists in both Right Now! 
and American Renaissance have 
been funded by the Pioneer, and it 
was directly involved in funding the 
parent organisation of American 
Renaissance, the New Century 
Foundation. Indeed, most of the 
leading Anglo-American academic 
race-scientists of the past several 
decades have been funded by the 
Pioneer, including William 
Shockley, Hans J Eysenck, Arthur 
Jensen, Roger Pearson, Richard 
Lynn, J Philippe Rushton, R Travis 
Osborne, Linda Gottfredson, Robert 
A Gordon, Daniel R Vining Jr, 
Michael Levin and Seymour Itzkoff 
—all cited in The Bell Curve. 

The Pioneer Fund’s original 
endowment came from Wickliffe Draper, a 
scion of old-stock Protestant gentry. Draper 
grew up in Hopedale, Massachusetts, a com- 
pany town built by his family, living in what 
one historian has called “a quasi-feudal 
manor house”. The company maintained 
almost total control over the lives of company 
workers until 1912, when the International 
Workers of the World (IWW) organised the 
Draper Company at Hopedale after a four- 
month strike. 

Colonel Draper, as he was often called by 
his friends and admirers, was a man searching 
for a way to restore an older order. Under his 
direction, the Pioneer Fund’s original charter 
outlined a commitment to “improve the char- 
acter of the American people” by encourag- 
ing the procreation of descendants of the orig- 
inal white colonial stock. 

Abandoned by the political mainstream 
after the Second World War, Draper turned 
more and more to academic irredentists still 
dedicated to white supremacy and eugenics. 
Most prominent among these early recruits 
was Henry Garrett, Chair of Psychology at 
Columbia University from 1941 to 1955. A 
Virginia born segregationist, Garrett was a 
key witness defending segregation in the 
landmark case Brown v. Board of Education 
in 1954. 

During the 1950s and 1960s, Garrett helped 
to distribute grants for the Pioneer Fund and 
was one of the founders of the International 
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Association for the Advancement of Eugenics 
and Ethnology (IAAEE) in 1959. The IAAEE 
brought together academic defenders of seg- 
regation in the USA and apartheid in South 
Africa. The Pioneer Fund supported the 
IAAEE and other institutions working to 
legitimise race-science, including the 
IAAEB?’s journal, The Mankind Quarterly. 

The major recipients of Fund grants in the 
1990s have been the University of Minnesota, 
the University of Western Ontario, the Ulster 
Institute for Social Research, the Federation 
for American Immigration Reform, the 
Institute for the Study of Man, and the 
University of Delaware. 

Compared to the largest American founda- 
tions, the Pioneer Fund is very small. Its 
assets have never exceeded $6.5 million (£4 
million) and its total annual grants have never 
exceeded $900,000. But the Pioneer Fund’s 
importance in the history of postwar race sci- 
ence far exceeds its size or the size of its 
grants. With almost laser-like precision, the 
Pioneer Fund has been at the cutting edge of 
almost every race conflict in the United States 
since its founding in 1937. 


Shockley and Jensen 


The Pioneer Fund has changed little since its 
inception. An article in the New York Times 
on 11 December 1977 characterised it as 
having “supported highly controversial 


research by a dozen scientists who 
believe that blacks are genetically 
less intelligent than whites”. In the 
1960s Nobel Laureate William 
Shockley (1910-1989), a physicist 
at Stanford University best known 
for his “voluntary sterilisation bonus 
plan”, received an _ estimated 
$180,000 from the Pioneer Fund. 

Arthur Jensen, an educational 
psychologist recruited by Shockley 
to the racist cause in 1966, has 
garnered more than a million dollars 
in Pioneer grants over the past three 
decades. Three years after receiving 
his first Pioneer grant, Jensen 
published his now famous attack on 
Head Start in the prestigious 
Harvard Education Review. Jensen 
claimed the problem with black 
children was that they had an aver- 
age IQ of only 85 and that no 
amount of social engineering would 
improve their performance. Jensen 
urged “eugenic foresight’ as the 
only solution. 


Roger Pearson 


The fascist ideologist Roger 
Pearson, whose Institute for the 
Study of Man has been one of the 
top Pioneer beneficiaries over the 
past 20 years ($869,500 from 1981 
to 1996) is the clearest example of 
the extremist ideology of the Fund’s 
leadership. 

Pearson came to the United States 
in the mid-1960s to join Willis Carto and the 
group around Right magazine. In 1965 he 
became editor of Western Destiny, a 
magazine established by Carto and dedicated 
to spreading fascist ideology. Using the 
pseudonym Stephan Langton, Pearson then 
became the editor of The New Patriot, a 
short-lived magazine published in 1966-67 to 
conduct ‘a responsible but penetrating 
inquiry into every aspect of the Jewish 
Question”, which included articles such as 
“Zionists and the Plot Against South Africa”, 
“Early Jews and the Rise of Jewish Money 
Power”, and “Swindlers of the Crematoria”. 


J Philippe Rushton 


For the past few years, J Philippe Rushton, a 
professor of psychology at the University of 
Western Ontario, has replaced Jensen as the 
top individual beneficiary of Pioneer largess. 
Since 1981 he has benefited from more than a 
million dollars in Pioneer grants. Rushton 
argues that behavioural differences among 
blacks, whites and Asians are the result of 
evolutionary variations in their reproductive 
strategies. Blacks are at one extreme, Rushton 
claims, because they produce large numbers 
of offspring but offer them little care; at the 
other extreme are Asians, who have fewer 
children but indulge them; whites lie 
somewhere in between. Despite Rushton’s 
controversial race theories, he has been 


Leading Grant Recipients, 1994-1996 


University of Western Ontario (J. Philippe Rushton) 
Ulster Institute for Social Research (Richard Lynn) 
University of Minnesota (Thomas Bouchard) 
University of Delaware (Linda Gottfredson) 
Institute for the Study of Man (Roger Pearson) 
Federation for American Immigration Reform 


embraced by the scientific mainstream, hav- 
ing been elected a fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, 
and the American, British and Canadian 
Psychological Associations. 

The Pioneer Fund served as a small part of 
“a multimillion dollar political empire of 
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corporations, foundations, political action 
committees and ad hoc groups” active in the 
1980s (Washington Post, 31 March 1985, p1; 
A16) developed by Tomas F Ellis, Harry 
Weyher, Marion A Parrott, R E Carter-Wrenn 
and Jesse Helms. The Fund has served as a 
nexus between academic theory and practical 
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political ideology. Its leadership, especially 
Weyher, Ellis and Parrott, are part of an 
interlocking set of directorates and associates 
linking the Pioneer Fund to Helms’s high- 
tech political machine. Ellis, for example, 
simultaneously served as chairman of the 
National Congressional Club and _ the 
Coalition for Freedom, co-founder of 
Fairness in Media, a board member of the 
Educational Support Foundation and Director 
of the Pioneer Fund. Weyher, president of the 
Pioneer Fund, served as lead counsel for 
Fairness in Media. 


After the Pioneer Fund? 


The Pioneer Fund has defined, in important 
ways, a distinct era in the history of contem- 
porary thinking about race. This era began 
after the Second World War, when anti-egali- 
tarian race scientists were scientifically and 
politically marginalised and defeated, and it 
continued long enough to witness their subse- 
quent victory, with the Pioneer Fund’s sup- 
port, in an aggressive campaign to rehabilitate 
the notion of incorrigible racial differences as 
a cardinal scientific and civic fact. This era 
may now be coming to an end. Weyher and 
the others who have guided the Fund’s activi- 
ties for several generations will probably 
soon pass from the scene, and many of the 
grant recipients with whom it has been most 
closely identified also are approaching the 
end of their productive lives. 

The environment within which the Fund 
operates has also changed. Over the past 
decade the Fund has responded to these 
circumstances, and to the window of opportu- 
nity afforded it in recent years for advancing 
its agenda, by accelerating its grant-making to 
a rate sustainable only by spending its capital. 
Weyher was quoted in GQ magazine after the 
publication of The Bell Curve as saying, “It 
seemed to make more sense to spend the 
money than to save it, so we spent it. Once 
it’s gone, we’ ll just quit.” 

As a result of this policy, by the end of 
1996 the Fund’s assets had declined in real 
terms to less than 40 per cent of their 1986 
level. If this trend continues, the Fund will 
not long outlast its current officers. At the 
same time, the development of alternative 
sources of funding is making workers in the 
fields that the Fund has traditionally support- 
ed less dependent on it. These changes in 
funding arrangements will change the charac- 
ter of discourse on immigration and individu- 
al and group differences in ways that cannot 
now be foreseen. 

For now, however, it is a useful measure 
of the Pioneer Fund’s success that anti- 
egalitarian race scientists are more confident 
and better organised in the United States than 
at any time since the 1920s, and public policy 
internationally has begun ineluctably to 
reflect their assumptions and preferences. 


An expanded version of this article with 
citations and supporting documents can be 
found at the Institute for the Study of 
Academic Racism web site: 
http://www.ferris.edu/isar. 


Barry Mehler, Director, and Keith Hurt, 


Research Associate, Institute for the Study of 
Academic Racism, 1998. 
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Trade unionists support Stephen Lawrence Family Campaign 


- he observers’ gallery of the Inquiry 
into the Matters Arising from the 
Death of Stephen Lawrence was 
packed with trade unionists on 16 June. The 
Trades Union Congress had called a day of 
solidarity to show the strength of feeling from 
its members that the inquiry must deliver 
justice for the Lawrence family. 

Outside the inquiry, hundreds of trade 
unionists, holding banners from London and 
beyond, took over one entrance of the 
Elephant and Castle shopping centre in south- 
east London. Many had taken time off work 
to show their support. 

A packed meeting in a room near the 
inquiry, organised by the Stephen Lawrence 
Family Campaign, was charged with emotion 
as Stephen’s parents, Doreen and Neville 
Lawrence, spoke. 

Mrs Lawrence said that as the weeks of 
hearings have passed what the family had 
been saying about Stephen’s murder, and the 
subsequent investigations, has been shown to 
be the truth. In fact only that morning a senior 
police officer told the inquiry that Mrs 
Lawrence’s complaints had been justified. 
Allegations that the family and their solicitor 
had been uncooperative with the police inves- 
tigation have been shown to be false. 

Mrs Lawrence explained that when 
arrangements for the inquiry were being 
made she had met Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, who had said he wanted an inquiry 
to look into community policing. She told 
him that this would just be a repeat of the 
Scarman Inquiry. She wanted an inquiry to 
look into the investigation into the murder of 
their son and “how the police conducted 
themselves, how they treated me as a black 
person and how they treat black people as a 
whole”. 

Neville Lawrence said that the meeting was 
“not for us but for everyone in this room, 


black and white”. He explained that he 
had been feeling the strain because of some 
of the things that had been said during the 
period of the inquiry. He called on people to 
attend the inquiry as observers to show that 
people want to see justice carried out. He fin- 
ished by saying that he would not accept a 
whitewash but “only something that will take 
us forward”. 

Brendan Barber, the deputy general 
secretary of the TUC, brought a message of 
solidarity from an international trade union 
conference that had just taken place. 

Bob Purkiss brought a message from the 
Black Workers’ Committee of the TUC and 


paid tribute to Doreen and Neville Lawrence. 
He said that institutionalised racism must be 
exposed and that the Stephen Lawrence 
Family Campaign has raised awareness. of 
racism through its work. 

Kamaljeet Jandu from the TUC contrasted 
the investigation into the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence with the way in which the police 
dealt with the murder of Richard Everitt, a 
white youth, in north London, which resulted 
in the questioning of nearly 300 Asian youths 
within hours of the murder. 

The meeting ended with a poem read by 
Linton Kwesi Johnson, which was received 
with thunderous applause. 
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Alison Moore, the south London teacher who was brutally beaten in a racist 








attack, holds the Lewisham National Union of Teachers banner outside the 
Lawrence Inquiry. Through her union she now helps fight for justice for other 
victims of violent racism, such as the Lawrence family 


Romanies win asylum appeal 


Eight Czech and Slovak Gypsies have won 
the right to asylum in Britain. 

An adjudicator at the Immigration 
Appellate Authority made the ruling after 
hearing evidence that Michal and Mariana 
Balog had suffered eight attacks by skinhead 
gangs in the Slovak Republic. 

Government ministers have previously 
insisted that east European Gypsies were 
merely economic migrants, attracted here by 
our generous benefits system. 

In January, Home Secretary Jack Straw 
said: “Not ... one of these has been found 
by the independent tribunals to have had a 
well founded claim for asylum.” He claimed 
that solicitors were helping Gypsies to 
“manufacture, invent [and] pursue” claims. 

Last year the Balog family were moved to 
an out of town housing scheme reserved for 
Gypsies. In August they fled to Britain. 

Last month’s Searchlight reported on the 
plans of a town council in the Czech 
Republic to create a Gypsy ghetto, sur- 
rounded by a 5m wall. The barrier, at Usti 
nad Labem, will be patrolled by private 
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security guards. In Pilsen, Gypsies are to be 
housed in ten portable cabins, surrounded by 
a fence, on the outskirts of the city. There 
will be a police station inside the compound. 

Dimitrina Petrova, executive director of 
the European Roma Rights Centre in 
Budapest, said: “This is pure racist segrega- 
tion. It is totally unacceptable in a civilised 
democracy.” 

In May a Roma man in the Czech 
Republic died after he was beaten up by 
skinheads. Milan Lacko was left uncon- 
scious by the side of the road and was killed 
when a lorry ran over him. 

Speaking after his successful asylum 
appeal, Mr Balog said: “No one should have 
to live through what we have lived through. 
The Home Office don’t seem to have any 
idea what is going on in our country.” 

Deri Hughes-Roberts, of the Refugee 
Legal Centre, said the favourable verdicts 
would be test cases for the 370 Roma wait- 
ing for their appeals to be heard. 

Some 523 Czech and Slovak Gypsies 
have already been deported. 


TRADE UNION FRIENDS 
OF SEARCHLIGHT 


Cm you distribute TUFS material 
through your union, either through a 
mailing list or at meetings or confer- 
ences? Is there something of interest going on 
in your union that you would like to see in 
Searchlight or TUFS News? Please contact us 
at the Searchlight office if you think you need 
any TUFS material or have any news for us. 

If your union branch’s reaffiliation is due 
this month then you will receive notification 
in the post. Please reply promptly to ensure 
that you don’t miss a copy of Searchlight or 
TUFS News. 

Trade union branches are invited to join 
TUFS for £50 a year, for which they will 
receive Searchlight every month, updates on 
trade union related issues, special rates for 
training, education and future publications 
and Searchlight Educational Trust’s widely 
acclaimed handbook, When Hate Comes to 
Town. 

Get your branch to join. Further details and 


application forms are available from 
Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish Street, 
London W1M 8JR. 
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Scandinavian nazis in unity bid 


rik Bliicher, the would-be 
3 Scandinavian nazi leader of the 

1970s and early 1980s, has 
emerged as the man behind an 
attempt to form a pan-Scandinavian 
network of nazi organisations. If he 
and his side-kick, Marcel Schilf, are 
successful, the Scandinavian nazi land- 
scape will face some dramatic changes. 
The union of several nazi groups 
would also have repercussions in 
Britain and Germany. 


Under Bliicher’s ~~ auspices __ several 
Scandinavian groups have made a deal on 
cooperation and mutual assistance across 
state borders. The new “axis” comprises the 
National Socialist Front (NSF) in Sweden, 
the Danish National Socialist Movement 
(DNSB), and the Norwegian National 
Socialist Movement (NNSB), formerly Zorn 
88. 

They are joined by Blood and 
Honour/Scandinavia, a subsidiary of the nazi 
terror group Combat 18, coordinated by 
Bliicher’s white power production company 
Ragnarock Records in Sweden, and Marcel 
Schilf’s video production company NS88 in 
Denmark. 

Last year the NNSB started cooperating 
with the Norwegian Reich Front, which is 
identical to the Norwegian Blood and Honour 
organisation. The Reich Front’s leader, Per 
@yvind Monge, now openly appears as C18’s 
top contact man in Norway. 

The ambitious purposes of the pan- 
Scandinavian pact are to “lend mutual sup- 
port” to corresponding groups in different 
countries, help put the movement’s finances 
in order and organise joint activities. 

Although neither the DNSB nor the NSF 
are fond of Bliicher — who is considered 
somewhat politically unsound — or care much 
for the antics of Blood and Honour, they have 
decided to tolerate its presence, partly due to 
their respect for Schilf, and partly because the 
bottom line spells money. 

According to the agreement, groups with a 
“strong economic situation” will help less 
financially stable organisations. In practice, 
as Ragnarock is a money-generating machine, 
this means that Bliicher has undertaken to 
give a measure of financial support to groups 
in three countries. 

Critics inside the DNSB consider this an 
attempt by C18 to “buy its way into the nazi 
leadership”, although the criticisms are only 
whispered as long as cash continues to be 
dangled in front of their noses. 

The Scandinavian unity effort is no coinci- 
dence. Following several years of bitter inter- 





A return to the limelight for the 
Norwegian nazi leader Erik Bliicher 


nal strife between C18 and Nordland, several 
nazi groups have begun distancing them- 
selves from the conflict. 

An organisation which has been instrumen- 
tal in this effort is the NSF, led by Anders 
H6gstrém and Bjorn Bjorkqvist. Although the 
NSF eventually threw its lot into the C18 bag, 
the party’s main political effort has been to 
revive the traditions and ideology of the 
1930s nazi movement. The NSF emphasis has 
been more on broader political and ideologi- 
cal development than on petty feuding. 

The first visible sign of active cooperation 
between Scandinavian nazi groups came early 
in 1997, when NSF leaders received an invi- 
tation from Jonny Hansen to visit the DNSB 
headquarters. 

The NSF responded by publishing the 
DNSB’s address in its bimonthly paper, The 
True National Socialist. The courting was fol- 
lowed by a visit by the NSF “propaganda 
minister”, Bjérkqvist, to celebrate the sum- 
mer solstice at a party in Denmark, at which 
activists from Norway and Germany were 
present. 

‘Shortly afterwards the NSF began talks 
with Erik Rune Hansen, the leader of the 
NNSB, the members of which include several 
old friends of Bliicher. Late in December 
1997, the DNSB hosted a dinner with partici- 
pants from the NSF, Blood and Honour and 
the NNSB. After the speeches, an agreement 
was made that all the groups would partici- 
pate in the NNSB’s 1998 summer training 
camp in Norway. 





Bjorn Bjorkqvist, one of the leaders of 
the Swedish National Socialist Front 


Activities increased this spring. In April, 
Hitler birthday celebrations were held in both 
Denmark and Sweden, with guests from all 
three countries intermingling. At this point 
Bliicher finally surfaced in person to give a 
speech on behalf of Blood and Honour. 

For Bliicher, this is a big departure from his 
low-key, behind-the-scenes activism of the 
past ten years. In the 1970s and 1980s, when 


-Bliicher was the undisputed leader of the 


Norwegian nazi movement, he was always 
careful never openly to appear as a nazi, and 
was reportedly furious when a picture of him 
making a Hitler salute leaked out of a private 
dinner party in Stockholm. 

A first spin-off from the new cooperation 
between Scandinavian nazis is that this year’s 
Scandinavian Hess march will for the first 
time be a joint effort. Negotiations took place 
in March and the four groups eventually 
decided to hold the march in Greve in 
Denmark on 15 August. It will be in full uni- 
form. Whether the German nazis will lend 
their names to another possible fiasco in 
Denmark is not known. Two previous Danish 
attempts, in 1995 and 1997, to commemorate 
the death of Hitler’s deputy, Rudolf Hess, 
ended in abject failure. 

Adding flesh to the bones, the four groups 
have also begun preparations for a joint pan- 
Scandinavian nazi magazine a dream 
Bliicher prematurely tried to realise in the 
mid-1980s, when he founded Nordic Order. 
His intention then was to create a forum for 
Scandinavian unity in which skinheads were 
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viewed as a “growing pan-European 
army of storm troopers”. 

Nordic Order was a failure, but last 
year Bliicher came back with a 
Ragnarock-produced magazine, Viking 
Order, which carried more or less the 


The Norwegian Prime Minister, Kjell 
Magne Bondevik, has stated that his 
government is very concerned about the 
spread of nazi hate music. In a reply to a 
parliamentary question by the Labour 
MP Haakon Blankenborg, he announced 
that the government would soon intro- 
duce proposals for measures against 
racism and hatred. 

Citing existing articles in Norwegian 
police law, Bondevik said that the police 
already had the necessary powers to deal 
with racists and that the law against 
racist statements should be enforced. He 
also promised that the government 
would support voluntary, popular work 
against racism. His statement is a 
response to public anger over nazi gigs 
and other activities. 

A week later, on 16 May, a nazi 
attempt to stage a hate concert failed 
after action by police and pressure from 
anti-fascists. The event had got off to a 
bad start earlier in the day when a con- 
voy of three vans and a car containing 
30 Swedish nazis was halted by police 
and escorted out of the country. When 
some of the nazis tried to reenter 
Norway, they were thrown out again. 

In the evening, 70 nazis gathered in a 
community building at Rykkin, near 
Oslo, to hear the nazi bands Heysel from 
Sweden and Sgnner av Norge from 
Norway. Soon after the concert began, 
police arrived in force and gave the par- 
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Two years ago Swedish nazis tried to stage a Hess march in Trollhatten, but 
only 300 supporters turned up. Whether the jointly organised event in 
Greve, Denmark, on 15 August will be any less a fiasco remains to be seen 


Police act against nazis 


after PM speaks out 
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same message. Indeed, researchers with long 
memories noted that Bliicher did not even 
bother to change the layout. The front cover 
of the autumn 1997 issue of Viking Order was 
identical to that of the 1984 edition of Nordic 
Order. 





ticipants ten minutes to pack up their gear and 
leave. When 200 anti-fascists arrived after a 
demonstration in Oslo, all the nazis were 
gone. 

Later the same mob of nazis turned up at a 
pub in the north of Oslo. The bartender 
locked the door but before he could pick up 
the phone, the police were already there, 
arresting 44 people. Two knives, a tear gas 
spray and several baseball bats were seized. 
Three nazis were charged with possession of 
offensive weapons. 

Among the arrested nazis were six minors 
and nine Swedes. The immigration authorities 
ruled that all the Swedes should be expelled, 
which means that they cannot legally return. 

All 44 were kept in custody until the 

Norwegian national day celebrations finished 
on the following afternoon. It is understood 
that they were held to prevent a rumoured 
demonstration in the centre of Oslo. Another 
eight Swedish nazis were arrested in 
Hgnefoss, 50km west of Oslo, on the same 
afternoon. They were also expelled. 
@ Jack Erik Kjuus, leader of the Hvit 
Valgallianse (White Electoral Alliance), has 
decided to appeal against his conviction for 
racism to the European Court of Human 
Rights. Because this process is likely to last 
for some years, he has to remove his demand 
for forced sterilisation of immigrant children 
from his party’s programme. This has not, 
however, stopped him from repeating the 
demand in a four-page advertisement in the 
nazi rag Fritt Forum. 


Although primarily a Scandinavian opera- 
tion, the bonding of several nazi groups will 
have international consequences. A unified 
Scandinavian movement will be able to give 
practical support to groups in Germany and 
Britain. The British nazi terrorists of C18 
have considered moving the bulk of their 
operations to Scandinavia for more than a 
year now. Already much of the white power 
music sold in Germany is manufactured in 
Sweden and NSF activists recently joined the 
nazi skinhead band Totenkopf at a gig in 
Stralsund in Germany. German customs offi- 
cers confiscated C18 propaganda material 
from the Swedes. 

A nazi movement heavily influenced by 
Bliicher will greatly strengthen his position 
against his main competitor, Nordland. 
Nordland will now face pressure to toe the 
line, a somewhat difficult task following sev- 
eral years of animosity and back-stabbing of 
Bliicher. A lead story in the latest Nordland 
magazine, as Searchlight reported in May, 
was a hatchet job on Bliicher’s character. In 
the words of a leading Nordland activist, 
Bliicher is a “disgusting old man, close to 40 
years old”. 


By Expo Research in Sweden and Monitor in 
Norway 














Michael Knutsen 


Conviction setback 
for nazi music 


Michael Knutsen, the would-be Norwegian 
nazi leader, has been fined £2,000 for incite- 
ment of racial hatred. Knutsen’s conviction, 
after a long investigation, represents a clear 
message to the nazis: hate music is not 
accepted in Norway. 

The police started inquiries against Knutsen 
when = Searchlight’s | Norwegian __ sister 
magazine Monitor, together with the leading 
daily Arbeiderbladet, revealed that Knutsen 
had been touting exactly the same hate mate- 
rial that had led to the conviction in Sweden 
of the leading Scandinavian nazi Erik 
Bliicher. 

The fine is the second heavy setback for 
nazi music in Norway, coming just a few 
weeks after police halted a nazi gig near Oslo 
on 16 May. If Knutsen refuses to pay the fine, 
the stage will be set for an important trial. 


Millionaire nazi count back 
on Sweden’s election trail 


he “respectable” far right — xenopho- 

bic populists and fascists who put on a 

suit and tie in an attempt to construct 

a votable facade — have begun campaigning 

for Sweden’s September general election. 

Recent weeks have seen dramatic political 
developments. 

Count Jan Wachtmeister, the multi- 
millionaire populist who gave the far right its 
first postwar breakthrough in the 1991 
election, is back in the race. In 1991 
Wachtmeister led New Democracy (NyD), a 
party that appeared from nowhere and within 
six months held close to 12% in the opinion 
polls. Although in the event the NyD only 
polled 6.7%, it ended up with 30 seats in 
parliament. 

New Democracy, however, was not so new 
after all. Bringing order to the chaotic party 
structure, in which members ranged from 
racists and mild fascists to tax protesters and 
half-baked Thatcherite clones, was more than 
Wachtmeister could manage. Shortly before 
the 1994 general election he got fed up with 
the bitter internal warfare and resigned as 
leader. NyD lost its seats. 

Everyone hoped Wachtmeister had gone for 
good. But earlier this year he returned to poli- 
tics to launch yet another party. This time he 
called it The New Party (DNP). 

The party certainly has novel aspects. 
Remembering the fierce backstabbing that 
was rife in the NyD, Wachtmeister has 
abandoned not only internal party democracy, 
but also any concept of a rank and file 
membership. 

The party, Wachtmeister thinks, does not 
need members but will be run as an industrial 
corporation, with a hand-picked executive 
and regular board meetings. For the election 
he will simply register a number of selected 
candidates who agree with him. The only 
thing they will then need is voters. 


Racist lobby 


The first opinion poll after Wachtmeister’s 
announcement, early. in April, showed that he 

‘ already had the support of more than one per 
cent of the electorate. Towards the end of 
April he produced his list of candidates. 

A few names stick out, Dr Ingrid Bjérkman 

and economist Jan Elfversson, in particular. 
Two years ago the anti-fascist magazine Expo 
made national headlines with the exposure of 
Bjorkman and Elfversson as the clandestine 
leadership of a secret racist lobby group, the 
so-called Society; for National and 
International Development (SNID). 
_ Hiding behind a respectable academic 
front, SNID carried out coordinated mail 
campaigns aimed at the Minister of 
Immigration, and organised boycotts and 
blackmail schemes against “pro-refugee insti- 
tutions” such as Amnesty International, the 
Red Cross and the Church of Sweden. 

Following Expo’s exposure, Bjérkman and 
co vanished from the scene. The SNID organ- 


isation was reshuffled, given a facelift and 
relaunched last year under the name The 
People’s Will, a nakedly racist sect with a 
membership consisting of numerous former 
key members of the nazi right. 

During his reign in New Democracy, 
Wachtmeister attempted to style himself as a 
non-racist and even a liberal “pro- 
immigrant”, although few people believed 
him. The fact that Bjérkman and Elfversson 
now appear among the select few on 
Wachtmeister’s list shows beyond the shadow 
of doubt that this time he will run a high 
profile anti-immigration campaign. He has a 
good chance of success. 


Courting nazis 

New Democracy, meanwhile, has lingered on 
in the political backwater outside parliament. 
The party has suffered some of the worst 
political in-fighting ever seen in Sweden, 
with factions paying frequent visits to court to 
sue other members. In the four years since the 
1994 election, NyD has changed its leader so 


Remembering the fierce 
backstabbing that was rife in New 
Democracy, Wachtmeister’s New 
Party has abandoned not only 
internal party democracy, but also 
any concept of a rank and file 
membership 


often that political journalists need a spread- 
sheet to keep track of them. 

At last year’s party convention, a battle- 
fatigued membership eventually passed the 
helm to John Bouvin, a former NyD MP and 
one of the most outspoken racists in the party. 
Bouvin is little more than a political clown. 
But, and this is a big but, he holds the key to 
the party funds: several million kronor auto- 
matically granted to parties who have lost 
their seats in parliament. 

In April Bouvin stunned the public by 
declaring an election alliance with a newly 
formed party styling itself the Conservative 
Party (KP). This is no more than the Heimat 
Party, previously known as the notoriously 
violent nazi Reich Front, one of the key 
movers behind the Nordland White Power 
music industry in Sweden. The KP is led by 
Leif Larsson, a former leader of the Hitlerite 
Nordic Reich Party’s so-called “Action 
Groups” of roving thugs, and an associate of 
the convicted White Aryan Resistance terror- 
ist Klas Lund. ; 


Bouvin arrested 

When Bouvin announced the alliance and 
chaired a joint meeting with the KP leader- 
ship, he was met with open rebellion from 
several NyD branches, most notably one in 


south Stockholm, which immediately severed 
all connections to the national party. 

Not known for his strategic thinking, 
Bouvin announced a joint NyD-KP May Day 
rally. When the police banned it, Bouvin 
decided to go ahead anyway. 

It was to be a short rally. The moment 
Bouvin tried to start his meeting, he was 
arrested. He was soon followed into custody 
by his sidekick Percy Brunstrém, a veteran 
hard-core nazi who simply could not restrain 
himself from making a Hitler-salute to the 
assembled police. 


Le Pen’s friends 

The more traditional racist party, the Sweden 
Democrats (SD), which has five seats on 
local councils, is also gearing up for the 
election. Led by Mikael Jansson, a former 
member of the mainstream Centre Party, the 
SD styles itself “national democrat”, and 
regards the French fascist Front National 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen as its greatest 
international ally. 

The SD would like to get in on the NyD 
action, or rather get its hands on the NyD’s 
funds. In the past few years, the SD too has 
been badly riven by internal splits, with a 
number of veteran activists decamping to the 
Heimat Party. 

The SD would like to move closer to the 
KP, but the KP refuses to have anything to do 
with the SD as long as Lars Emanuelsson is 
part of the SD executive. Two years ago, as 
parts of the SD were breaking away to disap- 
pear into the Heimat Party, Emanuelsson was 
convicted for kidnapping the Heimat Party 
candidate Freddy Fjallqvist. The SD, for its 
part, refuses to negotiate with the KP as long 
as it will not accept Emanuelsson. 


Love triangle? 

Recently, Jansson seems to have realised that 
he is in no position to make any demands and 
since the spring Emanuelsson has left the SD 
leadership “for personal reasons”. This move 
clears the way for the’SD to form a triangular 
pact with Bouvin and Larsson, although it 
remains to be seen what will come out of 
such an unstable alliance. 

The SD scored an important victory late in 
April, when it was announced that Kenneth 
Sandberg had decided to join the party. 
Sandberg began his career as a Communist 
Party (VPK) local council member, but was 
expelled from the VPK in 1992 because of 
his curious attitude towards immigrants. He 
promptly formed his own local party, The 
Welfare of the Commune, in a small southern 
Swedish town and gained eight seats in the 
local council. 

Since then Sandberg has become a key 
leader of The People’s Will. He is the SD’s 
first prestigious recruit, and probably the only 
recruit the SD has made in years. 


From our Swedish correspondent 
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GERMANY 


Three parties 
vie for general 
election votes 


Germany’s general election on 26 September 
is already casting its shadow over the coun- 
try’s political life. 

The three leading fascist electoral parties — 
the Deutsche Volksunion (DVU), the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD) and the Republikaner (REP) — have all 
declared their intention to field lists of 
candidates. 

The NPD, which can look forward to 
receiving around 0.5% of the vote, is hoping 
to use the election to refill its empty coffers 
with the money it can claim from the state for 
election expenses. The party is not predicting 
any successes, unlike the DVU, which is 
preparing to leap over the 5% barrier for elec- 
tion to the Bundestag. 

At the beginning of June, the DVU’s multi- 
millionaire chief, Gerhard Frey, proclaimed 
that Franz Schénhuber, the 75-year-old 
founder and former leader of the REP, would 
be the star candidate on the DVU’s list, 
although he is not a member of the party. The 
stimulus for Schénhuber’s decision is 
undoubtedly the DVU’s breakthrough in 
regional elections in Sachsen-Anhalt at the 
end of April, when the party grabbed 192,000 
votes — 12.9% of the vote. 

Frey, devious and manipulative as ever, 
hopes that Schénhuber’s candidature will 
help him snap up the votes of disappointed 
REP supporters who have deserted the party 
in droves since Schénhuber was sacked from 
its leadership three years ago. Schénhuber, 
whose first approaches to the DVU led to his 
dismissal, wants to promote his “unify the 
right” campaign by standing in the election. 

With the interweaving of mixed, sometimes 
conflicting, motives, it remains to be seen 
how long the autocratic and power-crazy 
Frey, who has carved out a party in his own 
image, will tolerate the inveterate populist 
Schonhuber. 

Frey has also tried to make an electoral 
deal with the NPD leader Udo Voigt, propos- 
ing that the parties share out candidates’ lists 
in local and regional elections being held at 
the same time as the general election. Frey 
hopes to eliminate needless competition 
between the two fascist parties and mop up 
the NPD votes. Voigt has declined the offer, 
plainly worried that the NPD could lose its 
hard-won credibility and influence among the 
young people who form its expanding base. 

The DVU will not contest the forthcoming 
Bavarian state elections because, according to 
the DVU, the ruling conservative Christian 
Social Union (CSU) already represents the 
DVU’s views. After the Sachsen-Anhalt 
result, the CSU, which is the junior coalition 
partner in Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s govern- 
ment, hastened to beef up its already racist 
policies by declaring in its election manifesto, 
published at the end of May, that “Germany is 
not a country of immigration” and the party 
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First shots in the campaign: the NPD’s May Day march in Leipzig 


“absolutely rejects the concept of a multicul- 
tural society”. 

This means that the only right-wing compe- 
tition for the CSU will be the REP and the 
Bavarian election will probably seal the polit- 
ical fate of the hapless REP leader, Rolf 
Schlierer. 

Part of the REP’s rank and file and some of 
its state organisations have revolted against 
Schlierer’s policy of excluding any coopera- 
tion with the DVU and the ever-popular 
Schénhuber. In Sachsen-Anhalt, the REP has 
concluded an electoral pact with the DVU, to 
the extreme annoyance of the REP leadership 
in Stuttgart. 

The DVU has served notice that it will 
launch a propaganda blitz in Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, where the state election will 
accompany the federal one. It has little 
choice, with scarcely any members in the 
state. Frey will reportedly throw around 
£330,000 into the campaign. 

Ironically, the NPD has a relatively well 
organised network of independent 
Kameradschaften and branches in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and, according to 
the Verfassungsschutz internal security 
service, is the biggest nazi organisation in the 
state. What the NPD lacks in cash, it makes 
up for with the enthusiasm of its members 
and open demonstrations and activity in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern’s smaller towns 
and villages. For example the NPD 
announced a demonstration in the tiny town 
of Anklam for 13 June. 

In Brandenburg too, local and federal 
elections are being held at the same time and 
the 4,500-strong NPD has pledged to field 
candidates in at least 12 districts. At present 
the fascists hold only two seats. In 
Eisenhiittenstadt, an REP member notorious 
for his extremist outbursts sits on the town 
council, and a member of the defunct 
Deutsche Liga fiir Volk und Heimat is a coun- 
cillor in Peitz. 

A survey by the polling organisation 
Infratest at the end of May disclosed that as 
many as 12% of voters in Brandenburg 
“could visualise voting for the DVU, NPD or 
REP”. The DVU has not yet indicated 
whether it will try to capitalise on this by con- 
testing the Brandenburg local elections but 
some clear trends are emerging. 





In particular, the three fascist parties, espe- 
cially the NPD, will be strengthened and will 
work much more in the open. The NPD has 
applied to march in Berlin on 20 June and to 
put life into its campaign has organised leaflet 
distribution and information stands, especial- 
ly in the eastern part of the city. 

Nevertheless, the extreme right has not yet 
played all its cards. It is unclear, for example, 
how much support the, DVU, REP and the 
small but influential anti-EU Bund Freier 
Biirger/Offensive fiir Deutschland can pull 
away from the right of the CDU. 

All these parties are gawping lustfully at 
the awesome right-wing voting potential of 
15 to 20% revealed by surveys and are hop- 
ing that it will be mirrored in their final vote. 
The most difficult and hottest preelection 
period in the history of post-war Germany has 
begun. 


From our German correspondent 


@ An attempt at a multinational right-wing 
extremist rally ended in a fiasco on 30 May. 
The march by the fascist Republikaner (REP) 
was designed to bring together the combined 
opposition of the REP, the Belgian Vlaams 
Blok and the French Front National to the 
European Union and the introduction of the 
European currency onto the streets of 
Saarbriicken, close to the German-French 
frontier. 

Billed as a “mass demonstration” for a 

“Europe of Fatherlands”, the rally was 
opposed by more than 4,000 anti-fascists in 
two, unfortunately separate, marches. In the 
event, the fascists could only mobilise 400 
supporters, drawn from the REP and _ the 
Vlaams Blok, after the French fascists pulled 
out at the last moment. In street clashes 
between anti-fascists and fascists, 120 people 
were arrested. 
M@ It has been revealed that the leading 
German nazi Thomas Dienel has received 
state funds for his activities in Thiiringen. 
Dienel, who has several convictions, was 
released from jail last year and has set up a 
nazi publishing firm called Neues Denken 
(New Thinking). He has been pocketing a 
£700 a month state subsidy to his salary since 
last November as well as £6,000 to launch his 
business. 


HUNGARY 


Antisemite wins 
seats in parliament 


The far-right Justice and Truth Party won 14 
seats in the Hungarian general election in late 
May. The party, led by the antisemite Istvan 
Csurka, will be represented in parliament for 
the first time but will not be able to form an 
official group, which requires 15 seats. 

Immediately after the election, which was 
won by the centre-right Civic Party, Csurka 
announced that he was going to the 
constitutional court to challenge the rules 
preventing him from forming an official 
group, which brings a wide variety of facili- 
ties and privileges. 

Csurka gave a foretaste of how he was 
going to use his new platform in a press inter- 
view in which he claimed that there were “too 


many Jews” in the Hungarian media and 
financial world. This, he said, “damages the 
nation”. 


He enlarged on his antisemitic theme in an 
interview with Radio Hungary. “Jews” he 
said “are enjoying a favourable status and are 
getting better jobs because of their 
Jewishness. Consequently, they must be 
rejected.” His recipe for dealing with Roma 
was brutally simple: “they must be expelled. 
They have lived in Hungary for far too long.” 


THE NETHERLANDS 


Centrumdemocraten 
in electoral debacle 


The racist Centrumdemocraten (CD) is facing 
relegation to the political sidelines after los- 
ing its three parliamentary seats in the Dutch 
general election on 6 May. 

After a similarly abysmal result in the local 
elections in March, when the CD lost all but 
one of its 69 local council seats, recrimina- 
tions began to fly inside the party accompa- 
nied by much factional plotting. 

In one coup attempt, a group of seven lead- 
ing party members, led by the party’s finan- 
cial backer Michiel Koning, launched a bid to 
get rid of the party’s veteran fascist leader 
Hans Janmaat. The attempt failed because the 
plotters made the mistake of trying to per- 
suade Wim Elsthout, one of Janmaat’s 

‘ staunchest supporters, to join their ¢onspira- 
cy. Elsthout informed Janmaat, who stepped 
in to snuff out all moves to depose him. 

The loss of his parliamentary seat makes 
Janmaat much more vulnerable because he 
has lost much of his power and influence over 
his erstwhile supporters. Most of them now 
look set to leave the party. 

Moves are already afoot to replace the CD 
with a new party. Among those involved in 
the plans are Tim Mudde, former secretary of 
the rival Centrumpartij *86 (CP ’86) and 
Marcel Riiter, a former executive committee 
member of CP ’86. 

These two racists are now prominent mem- 
bers of the Flemish-Dutch fascist organisation 
Voorpost and a private New Right-orientated 
organisation SOS (Study, Construction and 
Combat). Wim Beaux, the leader of the 
Volksnationalisten, a CP ’86 split-off, is try- 
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ing to climb on board the new initiative but is 
being kept at arms length because of his 
background. 

Two other extreme right-wing parties, 
Nederland Mobiel (The Car Party) and the 
Nederlandse Middenstands Partij (Dutch 
Tradespeople’s Party) fielded candidates in 
the general election. Nederland Mobiel has 
been linked with the Volksnationalisten. 
Neither party won any seats. 


From our Dutch correspondent 


COUN DY.N 


Desperate moves by 
Holocaust denier 


The German-Canadian Holocaust denier 
Ernst Ziindel is trying to win time in the pro- 
ceedings to shut down his internet site. His 
latest tack is to claim that the internet is not a 
means of telephonic communication. It seems 
this man will try anything to revisit the truth, 
even to deny the existence of telephone bills 
for his modem line. 

This desperate ploy came after a week of 
setbacks for the Ziindel gang. First he tried to 
call a national press conference within the 
precincts of the House of Commons in 
Ottawa. With unanimous consent, the House 
of Commons resolved to deny him admit- 
tance during the present session. Ziindel, his 
webmaster Marc Lemire and _ Robert 
Countess, one of Ziindel’s “experts” from the 
Institute for Historical Review, were left to 
stand outside calling Canada a Stalinist dicta- 
torship and a People’s Republic. 

A few days later, the Human Rights 
Tribunal ruled that Countess and another of 
Ziindel’s so-called experts, Alexander Jacob, 
are not fit to be expert witnesses for Ziindel’s 
defence. Countess had tried to downplay his 
revisionist activities by presenting himself as 
a member of the “International Association of 
Educators for World Peace”. He did however 
mention his regular get-togethers with Ziindel 
and David Irving in his house in Alabama. 
The ambassador-at-large of the Institute for 


Historical Review could not convince the 


judge that he had any expertise worth sharing 


with anyone but a small circle of “friends”. 

Zindel’s lawyer, Doug Christie, was 
reduced to presenting, as the key element of 
his defence, three unhappy German 
Canadians who shouted their anger against 
the discrimination they think they have faced 
in Canada since the Second World War. 


Eugenics Canadian 
style 


Seventy years on, 500 of the victims of the 
Province of Alberta Sterilization Act will 
receive some financial compensation from the 
state. The Sterilization Act was promoted in 
1928 as part of a eugenic programme 
designed to “stop the spread of unwanted 
genes” It resulted in more than 2,800 mental- 
ly handicapped people in Alberta being 
sterilised without their consent. 

The programme ran throughout the years of 
the Social Credit government and was finally 
scrapped by the Tories in 1972. The Alberta © 
law was one of several eugenics programmes 
introduced in a number of US states and 
European countries at the time. Several 
Canadian eugenics researchers travelled to 
Europe and worked with German Nazi scien- 
tists in the early 1930s on “racial develop- 
ment theories”. 


Murder hunt leads to 
nazi network 


Five men have been charged with the second- 
degree murder of a caretaker of a Sikh temple 
near Vancouver. Police say that Robert Kluch, 
Radoslaw Synderek, Daniel Miloszewski, 
Nathan LeBlanc and a 17-year-old bonehead 
assaulted and killed Nirmal Singh Gill, 65, 
after attending a white supremacist party. 

The murder took place three weeks after 
LeBlanc was expelled from the armed forces 
for his racist activities. Between 1994 and 
1997 he had served on the infamous 
Petawawa base, home of the disbanded 
Canadian Airborne Regiment, where racism 
was rife. 

The arrests came after an informant, 
responding to an offer of a reward posted by 
the Indo-Canadian community, led police to a 
web of neo-nazis in the Vancouver area. 
Local Heritage Front and Northern Hammer- 
skins leaders have tried to distance them- 
selves from the killing. However this murder 
is merely the latest of a series of cowardly 
assaults perpetrated by nazis across Canada. 


Gypsies are genuine 
refugees 


The Immigration and Refugee Board has 
ruled that Gypsies face persecution in the 
Czech Republic and do not enjoy any protec- 
tion from the Czech government. The deci- 
sion follows Canada’s refusal to allow Roma 
refugees to enter the country last autumn. The 
Board decided that the Czech citizenship law 
of 1992 discriminated against Roma people. 

The ruling is significant for Roma people 
awaiting decisions on their claims after suf- 
fering media hysteria and a campaign of fear 
staged by neo-nazis and right-wing bigots last 
autumn. 


From our Canadian correspondent 
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Anti-fascist wins 
MacArthur prize 


It is with great pleasure and pride that we 
announce that our US columnist Leonard 
Zeskind has been awarded a MacArthur 
Foundation fellowship. To most Americans 
these prizes are more esteemed than a Nobel 
Prize for their recognition of what the US 
press described in Lenny’s case as “genius”. 

Lenny’s citation quotes his more than two 
decades of work combating hate and hate 
crimes in the USA. Searchlight would like to 
add the words “and internationally”. 


years. 


Lenny has been a long-time personal 
friend and colleague of the core team at 
Searchlight and it has been our pleasure 
and that of our European editor Graeme 
Atkinson to arrange his attendance at 
functions across Europe over several 
Lenny was 
Germany earlier this year as the guest 
of the Spiro Institute and ourselves and 
of the Antifa Infoblat in Berlin. 

Lenny’s commitment to the battle 





“stand 


for something you'll 


fa E anything 


The Nestlé baby milk scandal; the appalling effect of non-military sanctions 
on Iraq; Shell’s role in the pollution of the Ogoniland region of Nigeria; 
arms sales to dictators - just some of the issues the New Internationalist 
magazine has taken a stand on over the last 25 years. But the NI is more 
than a shocking cover story. Every month we go behind the usual headline 
news to give you the real picture. Tackling issues like Green Energy or 
Hunger, we take the subject apart, examine the issues, and then reconstruct 
it so you have a clear understanding. Each magazine is beautifully designed 
and packed full of colour photos and charts so you can gradually build up a 
stunning library of information. 

‘The NI exists as a voice for those who are 

forgotten or ignored by the mass media’ 
The New Intemationalist co-operative owes a great debt to all the 


subscribers who have supported us over the last 25 years. You have 
helped us keep reporting on news that wouldn't usually make the news. 














If you've never seen the NI, don’t you think it’s about time you gave us 
a try? There's no risk, we will send you the next three months’ issues FREE, 
plus a full-colour world map (59x84cm). All yours to keep whether or not you subscribe. 
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in Britain and 


against fascism and 
racism began in his 
teens. He has worked 
in the deep south 
organising black and 
white workers into 
trade unions, and has 
become a_ respected 
spokesperson for 
many Native American 
tribes and a thorn in the side 
of many of the key US 
extremist groups, including 





several terrorist . organisa- 
tions. He shares with 
Searchlight a long track 


record of turning nazis away 
from hate and bringing them 
back into democratic society. 
Today he heads the Institute 
for Research and Education 
on Human Rights. 

One of his greatest 
achievements is his inspira- 
tional work with youngsters 
in the anti-fascist movement 
on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Like so many who have 
given their lives to this 
work, he has had little finan- 
cial reward. The MacArthur 
prize, worth $295,000 
(£185,000), will enable him 





to finish his book on the US far right and to 
write more prolifically in the future. 

Those US and international anti-fascists 
with whom Lenny works see this award as a 
long overdue recognition of him and those 
like him who have carried on the fight, year 
in year out, often in the face of violence and 
near poverty. At 48, Lenny has many years 
ahead of him to carry on taking the battle to 
the enemy. 

One of the most pertinent comments in the 
US press came from Lenny’s long-time col- 
league Danny Levitas, who praised Lenny’s 
ability to explain complex political problems 
and situations in common sense ways. 

To Lenny, his respected partner Carol and 
all his colleagues around the world we say 
rejoice and in the words of the traditional 
American union song: “We’re gonna roll the 
Union on”. 

In the meantime, Zeskind, just make sure 
next month’s column is on time. Salud from 
all at Searchlight and our international net- 








Get Searchlight’s communit 
responses handbook 





Teachers, youth workers, anti-fascist organisers, community 
relations officers and other working against racism and fascism 
are invited to apply for a free copy of the highly acclaimed 
Searchlight Educational Trust handbook, “When Hate Comes to 
Town” Community Responses to Racism and Fascism. 


A very generous donation from a charity that raises money for 
young people's projects has made this offer possible. The 
donors have asked us to give priority to those working with 
young people to help give them a solid start in life against the 
sick ideas of fascists and racists. 


The handbook normally costs £30 for organisations, £20 for 
community groups and £15 for individuals, plus postage. 


To obtain a free copy, please send your name and address and 
reason why you qualify under the terms of this donation, plus 
£5 to cover postage and packing. 


Searchlight would welcome any donations to help us further 
our youth educational work. 
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